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REPORTS addressed to the Commissioners of Poor Laws in Irtland, 
relative to the Appearance and Spread of Cholera in that Country, and of 
Correspondence arising thereon. 



NORTH DUBLIN UNION. 



(No. .'Jo.gsfi/ss-) * 

Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 10 November 1853. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, having received intimation of the recent occurrence 
of several cases of cholera in the neighbourhood of Grangegoinnan, in tlie North 
City Dispensary District, I proceeded, on the 8tli instant, to make inquiry 
respecting them ; and having ascertained that the cases had not been attended by 
any of the medical officers of either of the dispensaries in the North City Distiict, 
I repaired to the locality, and obtained the following particulars. 

On Friday last, the 4th instant, a child setatis four years, died in a house at the 
Rope Walk, Lower Grangegormau. She had been suffering from hooping cough, 
followed by measles, and subsequently by diarrhoea. A wake, at which a con- 
siderable number of friends were assembled, was held on Saturday night; and I 
v'as informed by persons resident in the neighbourhood; that a large quantity of 
whisky, of a very inferior quality, was consumed on the occasion. 

On the following morning, Sunday, the 5th instant, the child was interred ; and 
between noon and three o’clock, p.jx. of that day, a woman named Atkinson, a 
man named Reilly, his wife and son, all of whom had been present at the wake, 
ami lived in adjoining houses, w'ere attacked with vomiting, diaiThcea, and other 
symptoms of cholera. Mary Atkinson died after 10 hours’ illness ; Lewis Reilly 
after 11 hours’ illness ; his wife after 30 hours’ illness, and their son was alive at 
the peiiod of my visit, but with little probability of recovery. 

On Sunday night, or early on Monday morning, two boys, named’ Mooney, living 
in the same house -with the Reillys, were also seized with symptoms of cholera ; 
the elder, atatis nine years, died after 31 hours’ illness, and the younger, setatis 
four, was sent on Tuesday to the Whitworth Hospital, it w'as stated, where he 
died shortly after admission. These persons had received medical relief from the 
Netterville Dispensary, in Blackliall-street, and had been attended by Mr. Tomey, 
the resident medical officer of that institution, who informed me that they had all 
of them presented the characteristic symptoms of Asiatic cholera, including 
vomiting, rice-water discharges, suppression of urine, cramps, coldness and lividity 
of surface, with sudden and extreme collapse ; he also stated, that the first-named 
patient, Mary Atkinson, had been in receipt of medicine at the Netterville 
Dispensary, ^ about five or six weeks ago, for diarrhoea, but that he had been 
unable to discover the e^stence of the usual premonitory symptoms in either of the 
otlier cases. 

The locality in which the above-mentioned cases occurred is open ; but the houses 
m which the deaths occurred, are very imperfectly ventilated, and destitute of any 
provision for the reception or removal of refuse, &c. It also appears that the 
occupants, who are artisans, have struck for higher wages, and have consequently 
been unemployed, and in distressed circumstances, for some time past. Though 
there can be but little doubt that the five individuals above mentioned died of 
cholera of a very malignant type, I have the gratification to state, that the 
registers of the several dispensaries in the north and south city districts, up to 
this day, show a continued diminution of affections of the bowels among the poor, 
and a satisfactory condition of the health of the city generally. 
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guardians, in the usual manner, from the printer ; and you should foru'ard a 
supply of Fomr (A.) to each medical officer accordingly as soon as possible. The 
Commissioners transmit to you herc-vvith a few copies of the Form (B.) for use 
until you can obtain a supply in like manner. 



Cholera Order for North Dublin Union, 12 November 1853. 



(No. 55 , 981 / 53 .) 



North Dublin Union. 



To the Guardians of the Poor of the North Dublin Union ; the Committees of Management 
ot the several D^pensary Districts in the said Union ; and to each Medical Officer of 
such Dispensary Districts. 

We, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
acting as the Commissioners for executing in Ireland the powers and purposes of the 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Aci, 1848 , and an Act of the followino- Session 
ot Parliament amending the same, do hereby authorise and require the guardians of the 
said union to provide for the dispensing of medicines, and for aifording to persons afflicted 
by or threatened with cholera m the said union such medical aid as may be required • and 
lor this purpose do issue the following direction and regulations : j > 

I. Each dispensary district of the said Union shall be a district for the treatment of 
persons afflicted by or threatened with cholera. 

■ II. The committee of tnanagement of each dispensary district shall act as a sanitary 
committee under the ISuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts ; and such com- 
mittee, and each member thereof, and every medical officer, relieving officer, and warden 
within such district shall, within their respective districts, aid the guardians of the poor 
m tile execution of the directions and regulations herein issued, or which may hereafter be 
issued by us in this behalf. ' 

IIL The medical officers of the several dispensary districts shall be medical officers 
ior the treatment of patients afflicted by or threatened witJi cholera within such districts 
reflectively. 

IV. Every such medical officer shall give immediate attendance and medicine to all 
persons within his district complammg of diari hcea, looseness of- bowels, or cholera who 
may apply to him, either in person or otherwise, for advice or assistance, without requirino- 
the production by such person of a ticket for medical relief or attendance; and shil give 
daily attendance at the dispensary of the district at such hours as the committee shall 
direct. 

V Each such sanitary committee in the said union shall hold a meetino- once in each 
week, on the day of the week next before the meeting of the Board of (Guardians not 
being bunday; and the committee may adjourn any meeting to any day earlier than the 
next weekly day of meeting, if they shall deem it necessary to do so ; and an extraordinary 
meeting may be convened, in case of emergency, on any other day, by any two members o'f 
the committee, or by the medical officer and the chairman, vice-chairman, honorary 
secretary, or assistant secretary. 

VJ. Every such medical officer shall lay before the sanitary committee of the district, at 
each weekly meeting thereof, a statement in the Form (A.) to this order annexed, showing 
m the separate columns the number of cases of looseness of bowels or diarrhma, and of 
cliolera, treated by him during the preceding week, with the result theieof, whether termi- 
nating m recovery or death, or whether still continuing under treatment, and distinguishing 
ail new cases of each description. ® ^ 

^H. .Ihe sanitary committee shall forthwith communicate a copy of each such return to 
the guardians of the union. . 

Till. The clerk to the guardians shall forthwith transmit to us the said Commissioners 
a summary of such returns, m the Form (B.) to this order annexed. 

IX. Every such medical officer shall make to us a daily return in the same Form (A.) of 
In e cases ot diarrhcea and cholera occurring in his district. 

X. Ihe. Board of Guardians shall cause to be prepared and posted up in all public places 
throughout each dispensary district in the union, a notice according to the Form hereunto 
anne-xed, stating the situation of the dispensary, and the name and residence of the medical 
offiem; or officers theieof, and recommending all persons to obtain medical advice who mav 
be affected as aforesaid. 

XI. i lie Board of Guardians of the union, and the sanitary committee of each dispensary 
chstnet m which any poor persons may be attacked with diarrhcea or cholera, shall cause 
the dwellings in winch such persons may have been seized with such disease, to be thoroughly 
cleansed and punhed, and all nuisances to be removed therefrom, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the said Acts, and, if necessary, at the charge of the rates of the electoral division 
m which the dwellings may be situate. 

XII. In the event of the fatal temiiuation of any case of cholera in tlm dwellings of poor 
peisons, t he body of the deceased person shall be removed for interment as speedily as may 

^ poverty of the occupiers of such dwellings, they should be unable to 

piovi e foi such interment, the Board of Guardians shall, in such case, be, and are hereby 
^*^ 9 ' A 3 authorised 
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authorised to defray the expense necessarily incurred for this purpose, and to charge the 
game on the rates of the electoral division. . , ^ ^ c i.\. -j 

XIII And we do hereby authorise and require the Board of Guardians of the said union 
to do all acts, matters, and things necessary for superintending and carrying mto execution 
the foregoing directions and regulations, as soon as may be after the receipt of this our 
order. 



Sealed with our Seal, this Twelfth day of November, in the Year of our Lord 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-three. 



(signed) A. Power, 

■J. A. Donnell, m.d. 



Form (A.) 

Union. Cholera. District. 

Medical Officer's Return of Cases of Cholera and Diatrhcea attended in the abwe District. 



DISEASE. 


No. of Cases 

under Treatment 
at Date of 
last Return, viz., 
last. 


New Cases 
that Date. 


Total. 


Deatlis. 


Discharged | 

Cured. 


Sent 

1 Hospital. 


Still 

under 

Treatment. 


Cholera - 

Diarrhosa - 


1 















{Signature) Meiieal Officer. 



{Date\ 



of- 



185 



Form (B.) 

Union. 



Cierk’s Weekly Summary of Medical Officers’ Returns of Cases of Cholera and Diarrhtea, 
attended in the several Dispensary Districts in the above Union. 



Diapensary 

Districts. 


DISEASE. 


No. of Cases 
under Treatment 
at Date of 
late Retuim, viz. , 
last. 


New Cases 
that Date. 


Total. 


Deaths. 


Discharged | 


Sent 

Hospital. 


Still 

Treatment, 




j Cholera • 
l^Diarrhoja 
1 Cholera « - 1 

\Diarrha:a 
rCholera - 
l^Diarrhcea 
f Cholera - 
\Diarrh«a 

















{Signature). Clerk of Union. 



(Date)_ 



-of- 



185 . 
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FORM OF NOTICE. 



Public Notice. 

Dispensary District. 



North Dublin 



The Dispensary situate at , is open, and the Medical 

•Officer attends there at from ^o’clock to o’clock daily. The Medical 

Officer may also be consulted at his own Residence daily from o’clock to 

o’clock. 

The Residence of* , the Medical Officer, is at_ 



Tlicsi: p»Cicuiai'j 
ehould be filled up in re- 
ference to the pai ticultr 
District or portion of 
District assigned to eoeb 
Medical Officer : and a 
separate notice should be 
posted up inand for each 
Medical Officer’sDistriot. 

• Insert Medical Oflicer'i 



If any person be attacked by diarrhoea or looseness of bowels, however slight, whether 
with or without pain, let him apply without a moment’s delay (no tichet or recom- 
mendation being necessary) at the Dispensary, or at the Medical Officer’s residence, as above 
stated, where medical relief will be given with the least possible delay : but, 

In case medical advice be not at hand, — -or if in addition to looseness of bowels or 
diarrhcea, any person be attacked with vomiting, cramps, ov great weakness, — let him go at 
once to bed, wrap himself in warm blankets, roll a swathe of warm flannel, sprinkled with 
hot spirits of turpentine or whisky, closely round the body, extending from the chest to the 
hips, and take a teaspoon-full of brandy or whisky in- a little water, with fifteen drops of 
laudanum, repeating it every hour if the attack be not cheeked, until a third dose has been 
taken. He ought not to venture further in the use of laudanum, without medical advice. 

If any person be affected with vomiting, purging, or cramps, and in consequence be 
unable to go out, let him direct some person to apply, — either at the Dispensary, if within 
the hours above named for attendance at the Dispensary, — or at the medical officer’s 
residence, if at any other time, or when the Dispensary is not open; giving the name and 
residence of the patient, and requesting an immediate visit from the medical officer. 



(No. 55,931/53.) 

Letter from the Commi,s,sioiiers to the Chairman of the North City Dispensary 
Committee, dated 12 November 1853. 

In consequence of communications received by the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, as to tlie sanitary condition 
of parts of the above union, they have issued a further order in pursuance of the 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, and section 19 of the Medical 
Charities Act, containing directions and regulations for the medical attendance of 
persons suffering under diarrhcea or cholera, and requiring medical relief, and for 
the due notification of the places at which applications should be made for same. 
A copy of the order is forwarded herewith ; aird an immediate meeting of the 
dispensary committee should be held, in order that this communication may be 
laid before them without delay ; and the Commissioners rccpiest that you will be 
good enough to cause steps to he taken for this purpose. 

Under these regulations, the medical officers of the several dispensaries in the union 
aro bound to give immediate attendance and medicine to all persons ajiplying to them 
and affected with diai-rhcea, looseness of bowels, or cholera, without requiring that 
such persons should obtain a dispensary ticket, it being of imjiortance that no time 
should be lost in the application of the proper remedies in such cases. 

The order declares each dispensary district in the union to be a district for the 
treatment of persons afflicted or threatened with cholera, and directs that the 
committee of management of each dispensary district shall act as a sanitary com- 
mittee for such district, under the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention' 
Acts; and such committee and every member of it, as well as the medical officers, 
relieving officers and wardens, arc required, within their respective districts, to aid 
the Board of Guardians of the union in execution of the directions and regulations 
contained in the order. 

By Article 5 of the order, the committee is required to meet once at least in 
each week ; and they should at such meeting receive the returns of the medical 
officers, and any report which they may have to make as to the sanitary state of 

109. A 4 the 
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North Dublin tlie district. The weekly meeting of the committee should be held on the day 
Union. before the day of meeting of the Board of Guardians, so that any proceedings of 

the committee which it may be necessary to report to the guardians, may be so 

reported at their meeting on the following da)’. 

The Commissioners request that the committee will sec that the returns required 
by Articles 6, 7 and 9 of the order be duly and regularly made ; and that the 
notice prescribed by the order be posted as soon as possible. It will be observed, 
that while this order remains in force, each dispensary is to bo open daily at certain 
hours, to be fixed by the committee ; and the committee should communicate the 
necesLorv instructions to the several medical officers of the district, as to the hours 
fixed for their attendance on each day. 

In case it becomes neccssai’v, under Article 12 of the order, in any case of emer- 
genev, for the committee to 'provide for the burial of any poor pei-son who has 
died 'of cholera, where the friends of the deceased, from poverty, are unable to do 
so, the circumstances of the case should be reported to the Board of Guardians at 
their first meeting after the death. 

The attention of the committee is also requested to Article 11 ot the order, 
providing for the cleansing and removal of nuisances from dwellings in which per- 
sons have been attacked u'itli diarrhcEaor cholera. _ 

The Commissioners have already, in their circular of the 12th October 1853, 
transmitted to the committee, instructions which have lioeii. issued under the 
Nuisances RomoA'al and Diseases Proi'ention Acts. -? -vr i 

The Commissioners have enclosed to the several medical officers of the North 
City Dispensary District some copies of the Form (A.), for use under Articles 6, 7 
and 9, of the order, until a supply can he obtained from the guardians in the ordinary 
manner. In order that the prescribed notice for tho district may be printed for 
posting without delay, copies of the Form of Notice are enclosed herewith, so that 
the blanks therein may be duly filled up. The committee shoiild then cause the 
notice to be transmitted to the guardians, witli a requisition, stating the number of 
copies required for distribution. 



(No. 55.93^53-) 



Noiixii Dublin Union. 



Circular Letter from tlie Commissioners to the several Medical Officers of the North City 
Dispensary District. in North Dublin Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

gjj. 12 November 1853. 

1 In consequence of communications received by the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, as to the sanitary condition of parts of tim above 
union they have issued an order, in pursuance of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases 
Prevention Ads, and section 19 of the Medical Charities Act, containing directions and regu- 
lations for the medical attendance of persons suffering from diarrhcea or cholera, and 
requirino- medical relief, and for the due notification of the places at which application should 
. be niade°for the same. A copy of the order is forwarded herewith ; and the Commissioners 
have addressed a communication to the chairman of ihe dispensary committee on the 
subject, and have requested that an immediate meeting of the committee may be called tor 
the purpose of laying the communication and the order before them without delay. 

2.^ Under these regulations, the medical officers of the several dispensaries in the union 
are bound to give immediate attendance and medicine to all persons applying to them and 
affected with diarrhcea, looseness of bowels, or cholera, without requiring that^such persons 
should obtain a dispensary ticket, it being of importance that no time should oe lost m the 
application of the proper remedies in such cases. _ .i. 

3 The order declares each dispensary district in the union, to be a district tor the 
treatment of persons afflicted or threatened with cholera, and directs that the committee of 
manairement of each dispensaiy district shall act as a sanitary committee for such district, 
unde ° the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts; and such committee, and 
every member of it, as well as the medical officers, relieving officers and wardens, are 
required, within their respective districts, to aid the Board ot Guardians of the union m the 

execution of the directions and regulations contained in the order. 

4 . By Article 3 of the order, the committee is required to meet once, at least, in each 
week- and they will, at such meetings, receive the returns of the medical officer, and any 
reports he may have to make as to the sanitaiy state of his district. 

5 So long as the enclosed order remains in force, each dispensary is to be open daily, 
at certain hours to be fixed by the committee; and attendance is to be given there, and 
at the medical officer’s residence, in accordance with the notice directed by the order to be 
issued. „ V/^nr. 
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(i. Your attention is requested to Articles 6 and 9 of tlie order, directing tliat weekly 
returns of cases of diarrhcea and cholera be made to the sanitary committee, and a daily 
return to the Commissioners. _ The clerk of the union has been instructed to’ furnish you 
with copies of the necessary form, for which application can be made to him in case they 
should not be received in due time. Meanwhile, the Commissioners transmit to you here- 
with some copies of the form (A.) for use until a supply can be obtained from the clerk of 
the tmion in the ordinary manner. 

7. The Commissioners do not desire to interfere with the discretion of the medical officer 
111 the medical treatment of the cases which he may have to attend ; but theydeem it advisable to 
transmit to you the enclosed extracts from a notification issued by the late Central Board of 
Health, on the occasion of the last visitation of Asiatic cholera in Ireland, as conveyine the 
views of that Board m reference to some points regarding the nature and treatment of the 
disease, ana containing some suggestions as to the medicines with which they recommended 
that medical officers should at all times during the prevalence of cholera be provided The 
Commissioners also transmit therewith extracts from a report which has recently been made 
by a committee of the King’s and Queen’s Collet-e of Physicians in Ireland specially 
appointed to consider the subject of cholera, and which, having been received and adopted 
by the College on fith October 1858, has been transmitted to the Commissioners in replv to 
certain questions put by the Commissioners to them as to the medical treatment of that 
disease. The report having been thus issued and transmitted to tlie Commissioners upon 
the professional authority of the College of Physicians in Ireland, the Commissioners have 
deemed it right to forward the accompanying extracts, expressing the views of that bodv in 
reJerence to the treatment of cholera and its premonitory symptoms. At the same time vou 
will not fail to observe that your own responsibility in the treatment of any individual case 
is m no way interfered with by either of the documents above referred to. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 



To each Medical Officer 
of the Nortli City Dispensary District, 
in North Dublin Union. 



Secretary. 



North Dublin 
Union. 



(Enclosure.) 

North Dublin U.mon. 

55 , 931/530 

BxTiiACTs from a Nolificalioii issued by the late Central Board of Health for Ireland, 
in reference to Cholera, in 1848 and 1849. 

Nature nf the Attach. — It seems to be a well-established fact, and one that cannot be 
too strongly ipmre.esed upon the minds of the people generally, as upon this fact depends- 
the best hope of successfully contending with the disease, that in nearly all cases of cholera 
there are two stages of the disease, the being merely diarrhcea, or simple looseness of the 
bowels; the second being the stage of collapse, or Blue Cholera, marked by cramps, failure 
o) the circulation, lividity of the skin, cold clammy perspiration, and all the other well- 
known symptoms of the disease. In the first stage of the disease, medical treatment is 
frequently successful; in tlie second stage, too often of no avail. 

“ The first si\\^e,~BiarrhcBa, or mere looseness of the bowels,— m^y be of only a few hours' 
continue from one to several days. It is most important to bear in mind 
tftat this diarrhcea may be entirely without pain ; indeed, it most frequently is without pain 
or merely accompanied with trifling griping or uneasiness. This absence of pain, or the 
little accompanying uneasiness, has too often thrown the patient off his guard, who has 
thus neglected the warning of his danger, and has allowed the time for cure” to pass by. 

It may be safely asserted, that during the prevalence of an epidemic of cholera 

diaiThma or looseness of the bowels which is free from pain, is more dangerous, more likdy 
to be the hrst stage cl the disease, than diarrhcea accompanied with griping or pain. Let 
it then be clearly understood, that when the epidemic is prevalent, mere looseness of the 
bowels, wit/i or without pain, may be the commencement or first stage of cholera,— that the 
rcTief cuieable injkts stage, and that not a moment should be lost in applying for 

Tk' officers will generally give formulse for the medicines they may deem best. 

Ihe fol oiyng may, however, serve as an example of what should be generally provided in 
the pocket inediciiie boxes. The most portable forms for the medicines are selected ; the 
cliiections should, a.s far as practicable, be printed. 

in waxed papers, each paper containing 40 on 
uith the following printed diiectioiis on the outside ‘ Dissolve tins powder in half a 
of water; give two tablespoonfiils every hour.’ 

Compound powder of' Chalk with Opium— {Pith. Cretce comp, cum Opio-) 
in pnekets each coiitainirur si.x papers, each paper containing lo grains of the powder' 
with punted directions ‘ One powder every half-hour until the looseness ceases.’ 

riLLs rt/ l owaercd Opium, each containing one quarter of a gram of Opium, -and two 
plains of Powdered Ginger, made up with Oil of Peppermint. The pills to be in boxes, 
nnnti ''') pills, with a printed label Opium pills ; one every half-hour 

until tne looseness ceases. • ^ - 

^ B Pills 



•ains, 
a pint 
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“ Pills of Mercury ami Opium, each containing one quarter of a grain of Calomel, two 
grains of Hvdrargyrmo c. Creth (Mercnry with chalk), and a quarter of a gm.n of Opium, 
made no with Od of Caraway, (which will serve to distinguish them from the plain Opium 
pills), in boxes, each coiilainiog six pills, with a printed label Mercury and Opium 
Pills; one every half-hour.” 

“ Bottles {one or two ounce phials, with cork stoppers) : 

1 . Containing — Tincture of Opium (Laudanum), 

2 . „ Hoffman’s Liquor, 

3 . „ Tincture of Rhatany, 

4. „ Creasote. 

Along with the box should be carried a small jar of stroii| brown mustard. 

“ It is not within the purpose of a communication such as this to go into details of tieat- 
ment. There are, however, two points on which the Commissioners of 

not be out of place to give an opinion, viz., tlie employmentof frictions and tire allow ance of 
drinks to theLk. The Commissioners ennnot recommend that fluid applications o( any 
kind should be employed in frictions on the body or limbs, as the cold 
longed exposure arid evaporation more than counterbalances any supposed 8“* ^ 

fricSon, which, if at all used, should be made merely with the warm ^ v hou 
the bed-clotlies. The Commissioners also advise that when 

should in general be permitted to drink ireely, as experience diows that he de of dunk 
does not check vomiting, while it increases very much the suffering of the patient iiom 
burning thirst that so often accompanies the disease. 

Extbacts from a Report of the Cholera Committee of 

Physicians in Ifelaud, received and adopted by the College on (. October 18o3. 

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon the ,mblic, that in the g^at of cases of 

cholera there are two distinct stuges ; and that, consequently, precautions should he taken to 

individual becomes affected with diarrhara, when cholera IS S 

and take every precaution to maintain the temperature of the , 3 

extremities, by the application of warm blankets or other covering, bottles of hot ««<« 
heated bricks'to his fLt and hands, warm flannel swathes to the abdomen, and jj 

small quantity of whatever domestic stimulant may be at '’“<1 ““f “ 
brandy or whisky, warm negus, or mulled port wine. Let him send at once foi medical aid 
to the nearest depot, or to hfs medical attendant, recollecting that every "“"’'“J f 

iniurious As a larie proportion of cases occur at night, to avoid delay we should advise all 
families to be provided^ wflh medicine to meet the diarrhceal stage of flm disease, “ 
suffi a medicine should be one that will not injure by keeping, it should be prepared and 

comrnittee advise that the following medicine be kept in every house, to check loose- 
ness of the bowels in slight cases ; — 

No. 1. — R. Pulveris Cretee Opiati, 5'j- _ r. j » 

Divide in chartulas duodecim, et signa “ No. 1, Astringent Powders. 

One of these powders mixed with one tablespoonful of warm mil’K, to be taken by an 
adult and repeated after everv evacuation, until the arrival of medical assistance. 

If.’howeve?, the purging be' sudden and violent, let one of the following pills betaken every 
half-hour, instead of the pow'der 

No. 2. — R. Acetatis PIumhi,gr. xxiv. 

Inatrrias™ Side hi pihdns duodecim. Signa, “ iVo. %,A,lri«yent Pith:’ 
One to be taken every halt-hour. 

In cases of sadden sinking and prostration, a °"f 

brai'dv and a table spoonful of water may be taken every lo minutes, . "j 

tlrnSJclan. In case of sickness of stomach, let a large mustard poultice be applied 
over^the pit of the stomach, until it produces decided irritation. Rice-miik, oi beet-tea, 
with or vvnhout well-boiled rice, muy be taken in small quantity in the dianhceal sta^e. 

It is not an uncommon error, and one that the members of the comniittee have known 
to urove fatal in former epidemics of cholera, for persons attacked with the preliminaiy 
diarrhoea to take castor-oil, or saline and other aperient medicines. This must be inust 
slrictlv avoided, as it is attended with the greatest danger; on the contiaiy, evuy effort 
elinitiii be made to check the tendency to diarrhoea. _ c ■, t . 

' Where diarrhma occurs in young people, gradually dimimshing doses of 
Powder Sla 1 , muy be administered; reducing the quantity presenbed to one-hall for a 
cliM Ten years tf age ; hut for the diairhcea of children under tins age, the committee would 
lecommend for a clllci a year old the following powder, after every liquid evacuation, taking 
care at this age not to repeat it oftener than every hour. 

No. 3 . — 11. Piilveris Cretje Comp. gr. ij. 

Pulvcris Cretfe Opiati, gr. 1. 

M. et signa. “ No. 3, Astringent Powders for Uiildren. 

Two of these powders combined may be given to a child from one to three years o! age ; 
threrto a cS Fiom three to live yeals of "age; in a child from five to ten, this quantity 
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might, in ui'gent cases, be repeated every half liour until medical assistance is obtained. Nonli Dui)l 
These should be given in a little milk. Union. 

Where there is urgent tliirst, pure watei', milk and water, or lice water may be freely given 

as drink. If cold water appears to produce chill, then a small proportion of brandy mav be 
mixed with it. 

* * * In some cases the disease commences suddenly, with symptoms of great intensity, 
such as shiverings, coldness of the surface, great prostration of strength, cramps with purging 
or vomitino-, or both. In such circumstances, while medical aid is sought for, let the patient 
be immediately put to bed in a well-heated apartment, heat be applied to the extremities by 
bottles of hot water, heated bricks, &c., whilst a large mustard poultice, or a piece of waiin 
flannel moistened with spirits of turpentine, is applied over the abdomen. At the same time 
the limbs, both upper and lower, should be diligently rubbed under the bed-clothes with the 
naked hand or with a flannel ; and if cramps be distressing, the limbs may be carefully ban- 
daged with flannel. In the meantime any convenient stimulant, such as punch made with 
brandy, whisky or gin, in moderate quantities, or mulled port wine, may be taken. 

The following mixture is recommended as a cordial stimulant that may be used under 
such circumstances : — 

No. 4 . — R. Tincturee cardamomi coinpositee, ^ij. 

Spifitus ammonias aromatici, 5 ij' 

Syrupi zingiberis, ^j. 

M. Signa, “No. 4, Stimulant Mixture” 

Two teas|)OonfuIs of this to be mixed with four teaspoonfuls of water, and taken every 
half hour. 

The patient should not be allowed to sit up, or assume the erect posture. 

The committee do not intend to dictate a specific line of treatment for the fully developed 
disease; yet as these directions may fall into the hands of persons in remote parts of the 
country, who may, whilst the medical attendant is coming from a distance, be obliged, by the 
attack assuming the alarming character just described, to adopt more energetic treatment, 
the committee recommend, in addition to the measures directed in the preceding paragraph, 
that one of the following simulant pills be given every half hour : — 

No. 5 . — R. Camphora5, gr. xij. 

Spii'itus Vini rectificati, guttas quatuor. 

His probe conterendo mixtis, adde 

Calomelanos, gr. xij. 

Opii, gr. ij. 

Capsici pulverisati, gr. iij. 

Confectionis Aromatici, gr. v. 

Mucilagitiis Gummi Acaciee, q. s. 

Fiat massa, et divide in pilulas duodecini. Signa, “ No. 6, Stimulant Pills.” 

One of these pills to be taken every half hour. 

As a convenient summary of treatment, the committee submit the following : — 

In every case of illness, when cholera is epidemic, send at once for medical assistance. 

Until tliat is obtained, attend to the following directions : — 

J. — TRE.1TM1SKT OF Phflim 1 K ARY PURGING in QTown-up Persous, until the arrival of the 
hledical Attendant. 

1. Put the sick person to bed, and apply bottles of hot water to feet and hands, until 
thoroughly warmed. 

2. Give a warm drink, with a glass of whisky punch or mulled port. 

3. Give one oi Astringent Powders, No. l,in warm milk, after each motion of the bowels. 

4 . If the purging he violent or sudden, give one of the Astringent Pills every half hour. 

5 . If there be nausea or vomiting, apply a large mustard poultice over the stomach. 

II. — Treatment of Preliminary Purging in young Persons and Children, until the arrival 
of the Medical Attendant. 

]. Put the child into a warm bed, with bottles of hot water. 

2. .Give a warm drink, but not wine or spirits. 

3 . Give the child the Pmodersfor Children, No. 3 , in a little milk, as follows ; 

For a child 1 year old, one powder every hour. 

„ 2 to 3 years, two powders together every hour. 

„ 3 to 5 years, three, powders together every hour. 

„ 5 to 10 years, three powders together every half hour. 

in. — Treatment of the Attack of Cholera (known by vomiting and purging, great 
weakness, coldness and shivering), until arrival of Medical Attendant.” ” 

1 . Put the person into a warm bed, and apply bottles of hot water to the surface. 

2 . Apply a large mustard poultice, or turpentine, over the stomach and belly. 

3 . Rub legs and arms diligently under the bed-clothes. 

4 . Give a moderate quantity of hot punch, or mulled ])ort wine. 

5. Give one teaspoonful of the Stimulant Mixture, No. 4, in lour teaspconfuls of water, 
every half hour. 

6. In violent cases, give one of the Stimulant Pills every half hour. 

109. B2 (No. 
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12 REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO 
(No. 56,126/53.) 

Letteu from tlio Commissioners to Dr. Stewart, Governor of tlie House of 
Industry, Dublin, dated 12 November 18o3. 

I ™ directed by the Commissioners for administering tlie Laws for the Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tins date, stating- 
the arrangements made for the reception of cholera patients into the Hardivieke 

^TheSmfskoiiers have had under consideration the arrangements proposed 
for the reception of patients labouring under cholera m the hospitals of the House 
of Industry. The Commissioners cannot approve of the proposal to take such 
patients into the same wards, in the ILirdwkke and Snpplemeiital HospiWs, 
indiscriminately with other patients ; they therefore request, eithci that t e 
proposal agreed to on the 22d September may be reverted o, or that some 
other aira^gement may bo adopted, by which the cholera patients may be tioated 
in wards set apart for their exclusive use. 



(No. ,')7»4^3/53') 

Leteee from the Physicians of the Whitworth and Ilardwicko Hospitals to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen Whitworth Hospital, 22 November 1853. 

We have received from the Governor a copy of a letter to him from yoiir 
Board, of the 12th (No. 56,126/53), in which you observe, that 3 on cannot 
api.rove of the proposal to admit patients labouring under oliolcra into the samo 
ivards, in the Ilardwicko and Supplemental Hospital, mdisoriminateh vutli othoi 
patients; and that you therefore request, either that the proposal agreed to on 
the 22d Septcmhci- may be reverted to, or that some other aiTaiigmnents may be 
adorned, by which the cholera patients may be treated m wards set ajiaif for then 

^^We hoiXbontlemen, tliat 3-our Board will reconsider that order; and we beg 
to offer tbo following considerations. . ^ 

From the first appeai-ance of cholera in this country, rip to the present time, 
cholera patients have been received indiscnminately into all the wards of the 
HardwicL and Supplemental Hospitals. This mdiscnminate reception of choleia 
patients has not only not been attended with any had results, but w e me con- 
’vincod it has produced good offects; it has allayed the nnformded fears of 
contagion in the minds of the people-fears which are always predominant m the 
nmeai-ance of anv new disease: it has served to give the sick themselves a con 
Menoe and strength which enable them better to struggle with 
their friends and relatives, seeing that ourselves making no dist notion out 
clinical clerks and our nurses attend on them equally with all the other patients 
imbibe a better spirit and confidence, and attend with comparatively little dread 
on tlieir own fainllies at home. We are, we confess, disappomted and s™ piused 
at the receipt of your order. Om- hospitals were among the first if not the fiist, 
re open theh- doors to cholera patients. We have had the gratification of seeing 
the principles we so early advocated steadily working then iiayq and allaying 
popuL fears. Public aathorities, that a few years ago legahrei tnd oven 
Lforoed the burning of clothes and fin-mturo, and recoinmendcd that the dead 
should be buried in detached ground,” have novv ceased to enforce q™-antme 
■md have stated “ that the fear of infection may be practically disregarded , and 
hospitals that formerly closed their gates against the cases of cholera, now admit 
them freely; and we are now directed to undo, in c.vample and practice, all the 
vood effects that we have so long laboured to achieve, and to go back on om steps. 
° The influences which our institution exerts, and must always exert, is not 
confined to the mere popular mind; our iristitutiou being oduoational, vvliatever 
influences or impressions we make upon students will, with many at least be 
"Sned threngh their professional life. We have been anxious to show them 
Zt Umy have nothing to fear from ooiitagion; to teach thorn, by precept and 
example! that they should have no more fears of cholera than of any other disease ; 
and sradiiig them abroad with those impressions, to make them effective agents 
in their sereral spheres in inspiring the Jioople around them with the 
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fidence. It will i)e in vain to attempt to imbue either the ]icopIe or the students 
with disregard of contagion, if we are obliged practically to teach them the con- 
trary lesson, by cutting off all communication l)Otween cholera and other ]')atients. 
The Ilardwicke Fever Hospital, like all similar institutions, receives indis- 
criminately and contains frequently in its wards a mixture of contagious and 
non-contagious acute diseases, typhus fever, measles, scarlatina, small-pox, 
glanders, rlievtinatic fever, inflammatory fever, and inflammation of the lungs. 
Even by those who still cling to the doctrine of contagion in cholera, it is univer- 
sally admitted that the contagious diseases mentioned above are all very far more 
contagious than cholera; and we are, therefore, quite at a loss to understand why 
cholera, admittedly the least contagious of all, is to be treated as an exception, 
and to be excluded, while the others are mixed indiseriniiuately. 

We are of opinion, that this indiscriminate admittance of contagious and non- 
contagious diseases teaches a most useful lesson, viz., that ventilation and clean- 
liness are safeguards against infection. There are other reasons of detail not of 
equal general importance with those Ave haA’c adduced, hut Avhich we think it our 
duty to lay l)efore you : the arrangement proposed to he reverted to is, as v'e 
understaiul from the Governor, that two wards, male and female, constituting the 
biippiemeiital Hospital, and containing in both 44 beds, should be set apart for the 
exclusive use of cholera patients, ^'lie tAvo hospitals, IlardAvicke and Supple- 
mental, contain altogether about 120 beds ; iftlic tAVO Avards of the Supplemental 
Hospital be set apart for the exclusive use of cholera patients, there Avill be more 
than one-third of the whole hospital accommodation shut against the reception of 
cases of typhus fever, small-pox, &c., &c. ; and ca-ou if a very small number of cholera 
patients were in those Avards (only one in each), the remaining beds, aitliough 
vacant, aa-ouIcI be tmaA'ailable. This state might continue for a A’ery long peritTd. 
At ].)resent there are 97 patients in hospital, and the aA-erage, for months to come, 
will ])robably range from 90 to the full number of 120. In the same degree 
would clinical instruction be interfered AA’ith. TIie appropriation of those two 
wards, as directed, AA^ould moreover only apparently, but not in reality, sepamte 
the cholf3ra patients from the others, even were such separation advisable; for the 
two hospitals are in the same court-yard ; the recreation ground is the same for 
both ; and the convalescent Avards, which are situate in the Ilardwicl^e, serving 
for both hos 2 htals, all the convalescent patients from both hosjiitals should mix 
together, and sleep in the same Avards. 

For all these reasons, Gentlemen, we trust that, on reconsideration, von will 
see fit to permit the rules of admission which so long have prevailed, and which 
have worked so well, to continue; viz., that the hospital beds should be indis- 
criminately open to all 2 )f^tients labouring under acute, epidemic or contagious 
diseases, without excejjtion, never refusing admission to any ajiplicant, while there 
ma,y be beds vacant, Avliether fcAv or many; thus affording the greatest amount of 
relief to the sick, at the same time dissipating tiie idle fears of contagion, and in- 
S]Airing and disseminating confidence both in our pupils and among the'eommunity. 
Vte have only, in conclusion, Gentlemen, to observe, that the Governor has read 
for us a letter of his, of the 12th instant, in which he has conveyed to a-ou, as he 
supposed, our vieAvs on arrangements for cholera, as expressed bv us at tAvo 
separate iiitervieAvs in conversation, viz., 22d September and 10th November : 
it may have been our fault, but the GoA’crnor has not convoyed our A'ieAvs or 
opinions, as exjiressed on either occasion. The arrangement, talked OA^er on the 
22d of September, and referred to, was altogether in reference to meetino- a 
momentary exigency, and Avhich we thought the Governor fully understood atRie 
time could not be carried out as a continuous arrangement. 

We have, &e. 

D. iT. Corrigan, 

J. F. Banks, 

B. JV. Dozvel, 

Samuel Gordon, 

Physicians to the WhitAvortli and IlardAA-icke 
,r , Hospitals. 

To the Secretary Poor Law Commissioners. 



’09- B3 (No. 
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14 REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIV TO 
{No. 57,483/53-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Physicians of the Whitworth and 
Hardwicke Hospitals, dated 6 December 1853. 

Tire Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have had nuder consideration the letter addressed to them by the physicians of the 
hospitals of the House of Industry, on the 22d ultimo, m reference 
addressed by the Coininissioners to the Governor of tte institntion, on the 1 Mi 
ultimo, on the subject of the arrangements proposed for the reception of patients 
labouring under cholera, into the hospitals of tho House of Industry 

With regard to the views expressed in your communication as to the indis- 
criminate admission of cholera patients into all the wards of the Hardwicke and 
Supplemental Hospitals, I am directed to state, that though tne Comnnssioneis a,ie 
aware that the question of the contagiousness of cho era is one on which the 
highest medical authorities difler, and in regard to which the Commissioncis can- 
not therefore be altogether free from apprehension, yet in the decision they have 
eome to, as to the impropriety of admitting cholera cases 7 

same wards with other cases, they have been mamly influenced by considoiatio s 
altogether apart from this question. Whether cholera be contagious » “ere 
is no doubt that the class of persons who are admittedin to hospital hold it m t e 
utmost dread, and tho Commissioners are satisfied that far greater evil 
from the suffering and injury which would be iiifl.cted,^ i hw otbe? 

indiscriminate admission of cholera cases, on the patients abourmg 
disease in the same wards, than could possibly be 

which the physicians presume would follow from adopting that comse. J he 
physicians cL readily counteract the evil effects they anticipate on the minds of 
their pupils, by a plain statement to them of their opinion respecting the nature of 

the disea^.^ necessary to sacrifice 44 beds to provide treatment in separate wards 
for cholera, the Cemniissioiiers would regard this as a very weighty objection; bat 
they are informed that there are small wards available by wdiicli tins ™ J 

be attained, by the appropriation of 11 or 16 beds, i.i the event o its being 
ucocssarv to take any cases of cholera into the House of Industiy wauls. 

The Coiumissioncrs therefore request, that any steps which it may be necessary 
to take for tho reception and treatment of cholera patients m the Haul wicko 
Hospital, may be taken in accordance with the views e,xpressed in then lettei to 

the Governor, of the 12th November last. 

I have, &c. 

To Samuel Gordon, Esq., m.d., 

1 i , Hnme-street. 



(No. 6i,440/,53') 

LE'rrEa from the Ph.ysiciaTis of the \\Tnttvortl! and Hardwicke Hospital 
to the Commissioners, dated 29 December 1853. 

I BEG to acknowledge tho receijit of yours of the 6th histaiit (No. 57,48^, and 
in reply to the expression of the oifinion of the Coininissioners that the class 
of piiwcns who are admitted into hospital hold cholera in the utmost dread, and 
that they are satisfied that far greater evil would arise from the suffei nig ^ 
iiiiuiT wliicli would be inflicted, as tho consequences of the mdiscrmnnate admis- 
sion of cholera cases, on the patients labouring under other diseases iii the same 
wards, than could possibly be counterbalanced by the benefits which tne phy si- 
cians presume would follow from adojitiiig tliat course, beg to state, t> "4 J « 
nhvsiciaiis must express their fcai-s that that dread, which has been steadily 
declining, will again bo revived, when that class of persons see a rigid separation 
of cholet patients from others nniversallj enforced, am that an experience of 

20 years, comprising the several visitations of eholora m this country, has shown 

that neithor suffering nor “i“ry 

disease into tho wards of the Hardwicke Hospital with patients laboming undei 
other diseases, while they believe that very considerable advantages have rcmlicd 
from adopting that course, and the physicians still hope that the Comnnssioneis 
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Tvi]], on reconsideration, allow the an’angemeiits recoinmcmlcd by so long an exjio- North publ 
rienee to remain undistm-bocl. 

Tlie physicians have made inquiry, to ascertain if there are any grotmds for 
the apprehensions expressed by the Comniissioners, and all they have been able to 
learn is, that on one occasion in the last epidemic of cholera (184[)-50h which 
extended over a period of nearly two years, it is now said, for it was not reported 
to them at the time, that a policeman left the hospital, exclaiming loudly against 
the introduction of a cholera case into the ward witli him. An occurrence of this 
kind is not peculiar to cholera. It not unfrequently hap|>ens in every hospital, 
that a patient will leave, assigning as a cause alarm at the aspect of some case, 
or of an approaching death in the same ward ; but this has never been recognized 
as a valid reason for the refusing to admit such cases into the same wards with 
•others, and it would even api>ear that such instances have occurred much less 
frequently from cholera than from other cases. 

In instances where cases assume an asj^ect calcvdated to excite alarm, whether 
convulsions, tyjdms or cholera, &c., a standing screen is interposed between such 
a patient’s bed imd the other patients, and this interposition is amply sufficient ; 
but even this requires some vigilatme, as the too frequent or continued use of 
such screens would be liable to the same objections as small wards. 

The physicians cannot concur iu the view of the Commissioners, that- tlie mere 
•expre.ssion of opinion to their pupils, would counteract the erroneous impressions 
produced in these pupils’ minds from observing wards set apart exclusively for 
cholera. Clinical medicine is essentially “ attendance on the practice of an 
hospital,” and it is tire inij)ressions derived from the observance of this practice 
the pupils will cany with them through life. Clinical or practical medicine has 
no place for theoretical opinions, and if it had, it would be most unwise even to 
seem to place practice and precept at variance. 

In reference to that part of your letter which states that the Commissioirei’s 
are informed that there are small w'ards available, containing 11 or 16 beds, 
which might be approjjriatecl exclusively to cholera cases, the physicians beg to 
state, iu reply, that there are not any small wards so available. The. entire 
hospital establishment consists of six fever wards, containing altogether 104 beds, 
and of two convalescent w'ards, containing 16 beds, which cannot under any cir- 
cumstances be dispensed witli, either for chdlera or lever patients ; and even if 
there happened to be small wards available, the physicians beg to impress on the 
attention of the Commissioners, that the exclusive appropriation of any wards to 
cholera would involve the refusal of admission to patients labouring under 
equally urgent diseases, even while beds were lying vacant ; that this would bo 
a depai-ture from the purposes for which the hospital is supported, and that this 
state might continue for a long ]ieriod of time, cases of cholera in the last 
epidemic having extended over a period, as already observed, of nearly two 
years. 

If the physicians might presume to offer an opinion to the Commissioners, it 
would be to observe, tliat the admixture or sejiaratioii of cholera cases in the 
several fever hospitals might be a matter to be left altogether to the discretion 
of their managing committees and medical officers ; such was the course adopted 
during the last epidemic ; and while in some hospitals separate wards were pro- 
vided, iu numerous others there was a free admixture, and the physicians have 
reason to know that tins course was attended with many advantages, and'tbat no 
bad results whatever followed. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Samuel Go7'don. 



(No. 1,350/54.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Physicians of the Whitworth and 
Hardwicke Hospitals, dated 19 January 1854. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have further considered the proposal of the physicians of the hospitals of the 
House of Industry to 'receive cases of Asiatic cholera into the general wards of 
the Hardv/icke Fever Hosiutal, in preference to the reception and treatment of 
such cases in a sej)arate ward. 

109. B4 The 
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i6 REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO 

The superior convenience of the proposed arrangement, as permitting all avail- 
able beds in the institution to be occupied at once, appears to tlie Commissiorrers 
to be a secondary consideration, and one ■which may be dealt with readily, if the 
view taken by the Commissioners regarding the main question ho correct ; for in 
that case, and supposing that arrangements cannot be made in the Hardwicke 
Hospital to receive cholera cases into separate wards without sacrificing the 
objects for which the Parliamentary grant for the maintenance of the Hardwicke 
Hospital is voted, as the physicians urge, it will not be found difficult to provide 
for the reception of cholera cases elsewhere and already a large amount of 
accommodation has been provided for this purpose in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the House of Industry in Green-street. 

The physicians, however, base their proposal of wffiat may be called the i)romis- 
cuous treatment of cholera cases on the ground that it is expedient to show to 
students and other attendants in the hospital, and to the public at large, that no 
apprehension is entertained of cholera being communicated by one person to 
another ; and thus to inculcate practically, and by example, the groundlessness of 
that feai- of contagion, wdiich in the early history of the disease '^vithout doubt 
prevailed to such au extent as to interfere seriously wdth proper attention being 
paid to persons a'ffected by cholera. 

Adinittinu- the great value of the results derived from a longer experience of 
the disease, 'through which it is now' generally admitted that cholera, if contagious 
at all, is much less contagious than many other febrile diseases, and that little risk 
is iiicrured by any healthy person in attending a cholera patient, the Commis- 
sioners must, irevertheless, declare, that the removal of all apprehension of the 
contao-iousness of the disease is not a paramount consideration with them, in regard 
to the hospital arrangements in the House of Industry. In the first place, it is 
notorious, that there is no sufficient agreemeut of opinion in jwofessional quarters, 
as to the entire non-contagiousness of the disease, to justify the Commissioners in 
acting upon such an opinion as one that has been conclusively established ; and in 
this state of the question, desirable as it may be to do everything which may tend 
to remove unreasonable apprehensions, the Commissioners ■would not, even for 
that object, feel warranted in exposing a single life to actual danger. Secondly, 
if a general agreement existed in the medical profession, that no danger could 
arise either to healthy or unhealthy persons from the close proximity of a case of 
cholera, such is the fktal character of the disease, and so fearful in many cases the 
manifestations of its presence, that the Commissioners feel an insuperable reluct- 
ance to permit patients suffering from various kinds of fever, some of them 
peculiarly calculated to disturb and unsettle the mental powers, to be exposed to 
the impressions created by the presence and treatment of a case of cholera in the 
same room, if by any arrangement this can be avoided. 

The Commissioners have already stated to the physicians, that on the latte^ 
ground solely, and apart from the question of contagion, tliey feel bound to insist 
on cholera patients received into the Ilardw'icke Hospital, being treated in distinct 
w'ards from the fever patients. In reply to this, the jffiysicians have expressed 
their feai-s, “ that the dread -which has been steadily declining, will again_ be 
revived, when the class of persons who are admitted into the hospitals, see a rigid 
separation of cholera patients from others, universally enforced and the jdiysicians 
further observe, “ that an experience of 20 years, comprising the several visitations 
of cholera in this country, has shown that neither sufferings nor injury has been 
inflicted by admitting cases of tlvat disease into the wai-ds of the Hardwicke 
Hospital, with patients labouring under other diseases, w'hile they believe that very 
considerable advantages ha-\'e resulted from adopting that course. 

The Commissioners have thought it due to the earnestness of these representa- 
tions on the part of the physicians, to ascertain, as far as they w'cre able to do so, 
the circumstances attending the above-mentioned system of treatment in the 
Hardwicke Hospital, and they accordingly instructed their inspector Mr. Crawford, 
to examine the records of the hospital of the House of Industry, and report to 
them an}' facts appearing thereon, which might bo found material to the present 
question. 

The Commissioners have now' received J>Ir. Craw'ford’s report, and the results of 
his inejuirv may be stated as follows : 

In the first place, the physicians a]q>ear to labour under a misapprehension as to- 
the lengtii of the period during which the system of treating cholera patients in 
® the 
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the same wards with other patients has prevailed in the Hardwieke Fever Hospital. 
On tliis point Mr. Crawford reports as follows : 

“ Although no record of the disease for which parties were treated appears upon 
the records of the hospital previous to 1841, 1 have ascertained clearly what 
occurred during the outbreak of cholera in 1832, at wdiich period no patients 
labouring under cholera were received into the hospital, and any cases which 
occurred within the foundation of the House of Industry, were transferred to the 
Cholera Hospital at Grangegorman, and not admitted into the Hard.wickc Fever 
Hospital. 

“ Subsequently to the principal outbreak of the disease, it appeared in a modified 
form in the succeeding year 1833, when I have ascertained from Dr. Mayno, who 
was at that time resident clinical clerk, and is now one of the physicians of the 
South Dublin Workhouse, that eases of cholera arising within the foundation were 
treated separately in the Supplemental Hospital, which w’as specially appropriated 
for that purpose ; but that no cases were admitted then outside the foundation of 
the House of Indtistry. 

“ These cases of cholera were treated, as I am informed by Dr. Mayne, perfectly 
separate from the wards containing fever patients ; and Dr. Gordon must have been 
misinformed, in bringing forward a.s an argument in now treating cholera cases in 
general wai-ds, the practice which existed at that period, when the cholera patients 
were kept perfectly distinct from those labouring under fever. 

“ The experience of treating cases of cholera in general v^’ards, must, therefore, 
under the circumstances, be confined to the outbreak of cholera in 1849, at which 
period the patients suffei'ing under that disease were treated in the general wards 
along with fever patients ; and I forward herewith a list of all the cases which 
appear, from the registry of the Hardwieke Hospital, to have been treated in that 
establishment, being 59 in nutnber ; these cases having beeji admitted in the 
interval between the 14tli of March and the 31st of October in tliat year. 

“ It appears that in these cases death ensued in, as nearly as possible, one-half 
of the parties affected with cholera, 29 having died, and 30 having been discharged 
cured. 

“ It will be seen on reference to the return, that in five of the cases, viz., those 
numbered 6, 11, 12, 34 and 57, the parties were originally admitted as fever 
patients, but took cholera in the hospital, the effect of which was fatal in four 
of the instances. 

“ In case numbered 45, the pai'ty attacked was one of the servants of the 
institution, being employed as laundrymaid in the hospital. 

“ It appeal’s thus that out of the entire number of cases treated, 10 per cent, 
consisted of parties who were attacked with the disease whilst inmates of the 
hospital ; and I find no record of any party having been removed from either the 
Whitworth or the Richmond Hospital as suffering under this disease, from which 
tliey appear to have been perfectly free ; whilst patients in thellardwicke Hospital 
in the wards where cholera patients were admitted, took the disease. 

“ I may observe, that in all the cases in which cholera was taken by fever 
patients, it appears conclusively from the return that they Avere in the same ward 
with cholera patients. The case of Michael Whilan, No. 6, occurred in No. 8 
wai-d,' to which the Return sliows that two cholera patients had been admitted ; 
the case of Mary Redington, No. 11, occurred in No. 6 Avard, to which also two 
cholera cases had been admitted; the case of Mary Rustry, No. 12, occurred in 
No. 4 Avard, in A\diicli a number of cholera cases had also been admitted pre\'ious 
to the death of the party, Avhich occurred on the 9th of May ; Isabella Hudson, 
No. 34, and Catherine Mooney, No. 57, Avero in No. 6 AA-ard, in whicii a number 
of cholera cases had been previously treated.” 

As cholera Avas at this time epidemic in Dublin, it cannot be presumed that 
the six cases above mentioned did not arise in the Hard\A-ieko Hospital through 
influences quite unconnected Avith personal contagion, and that they Avould not 
equally liaA'e occurred Avithout the admission of cholera cases into that hospital ; 
hut, on the other hand, it seems to be an unquestionable fact, that each of the 
aboA’e cases did arise in a AA-ard into which one or more cholera patients had been 
qireviously introduced ; and it is a further fact, that during the same period no 
case of cholera arose within the other hospitals of the institution, the Whitworth 
and the Richmond, into which cholera eases had not been admitted. 

The Commissioners in mentioning these facts Avil] not bo understood as attach- 
ing to them more Aveight than they are fairly entitled to as mere isolated facts, 
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nor do tlie Commissioners now mention them at all in reference to the disputed 
question of contagion ; they must be permitted, however, to derive from these 
facts this conclusion, that the system of promiscuous treatment of cholera adopted 
in the Hardwicke Fever Hospital, in the interval between March and October in 
the year 1 849, was not attended by circumstances calcirlated to allay any previously- 
existing apprehension regarding the contagiousness of cholera ; the principal cir- 
cumstance tending that way was the fact itself of the system being adopted by the 
physicians, which must have appeared (to other parties concerned), a practical 
demonstration of their oj)inion on the question of contagion. 

The Commissioners are themselves disposed to attach g’reat weight to the 
opinion of the physicians of the hospitals of the House of Industry on this part of 
the question, but, on the other hand, they are officially informed by the College 
of Physicians in Dublin, that the disease occasionally appears to be propagated by 
■contao-ion, although not by any means so contagious as several diseases with which 
tney are familiar ; and although the risk to those in attendance upon persons 
attacked by cholera is in their opinion but slight, and certainly much less than 
that incuiTed by similar attendance on those affected with typhus fever, and other 
epidemic diseases, the College of Physicians are therefore, as they state, decidedly 
of opinion that no just or sufficient reason exists for the exclusion of cholera 
patients fj-om general hospitals ; but considering the rapid course of this disease, 
and the alarming appearance of its symptoms, they apprehend that other patients, 
if jweseiit in the same wards, might be injuriously affected by terror, and even 
rendered liable to the attack of cholera itself ; in consequence, they state, they 
consider it necessary that cholera patients, -when admitted into general hospitals, 
should be placed in separate wards. 

The following further extract from Mr. Crawford's report affords room to 
doubt whether some of the cholera patients received into the general wards of the 
Hardwicke Hospital may not have taken some of the contagious fevers from patients 
treated in the same ward with them ; but from the reason mentioned by Mr. Ci’aw- 
ford, 110 certain conclusion on that subject is derivable from the records : 

“ There appear from the return to have been instances in which it appears that 
]>atients admitted for cholera were afterwards affected with fever; but I am not 
disposed to attach much weight to this consideration, as the fever which ensued 
in these cases may have been the consecutive fever which sometimes follows an 
attack of cholera, the nature of the fever not being entered on the hospital 
register. 

“ Referring to the cases of parties admitted for cholera who were afterwards 
attacked -with fever, it apiiears in some degree singular that none of those cases 
occurred among patients placed in No. 9 ward, which 1 find was specially set 
apart for the cases of men belonging to the metropolitan police attacked with 
cholera, and in which, consequently, no fever cases were simultaneously treated. 
This ward -^vas the only one in which cholera patients were kept separate, patients 
labouring under cholera being admitted into all the other wards, along with 
fever eases.” 

The Commissioners, after mature consideration of the whole subject, feel that 
they are bound to act upon their own view of this question, and they are therefore 
prepared, if arrangements cannot be made for the reception and treatment of 
cholera patients in separate wards in the hospitals of the House of Industry, to 
direct the governor to refuse to receive cholera patients into the Hardwicke 
Fever Hospital. 



BELFAST UNION. 



(No. 49,986/53-) 

Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, dated 
21 September 1853. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to inform you, that 
“ cholera” has a])peared in Belfast, and one case is now under treatment in the 
Belfast General Hospital. In consequence, the guardians feel it most important 
that they should have full power and authority from you, and similar to that which 
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■was given under the “ Central Board of Health,” in 1849, or such other as you can 
extend to them, in order that they may be enabled to meet the disease at once, and 
as efficiently as can be. They are of oi)inion, that, in conjunction with the present 
authorized parties under the Medical Charities Act, all medical men in the union 
should have authority to give an order for admission of “ cholera cases ” into 
hospital, as also for visits at the patient’s home by the medical officer of a dis- 
peusai-y district. 

I am to add, that the Board have communicated with Dr. Knox, the medical 
inspector of this district, to request liis attendance, should it meet his conve- 
nience, at their special meeting, to be held on Saturday next, at 12 o'clock, noon, 
for the purpose of consulting what steps should be taken under present circum- 
stances ; and the guardians will esteem it a particular favour should thev have 
your reply to this communication for that meeting. 



(No. 50,ii2/53-) 

Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 22 September 1853. 

As I have arranged to attend an adjourned meeting of the Board of Guardians 
of the Belfast Union on Saturday, first, in consequence of the wishes of the 
Board, as expressed through the medium of the newspaper of to-day, although 
no notification to that effect could have yet reached me through the Poor Law Com- 
mission Office since the guai-diaiis’ meeting of yesterday, and subsequently to 
attend a meeting of the dispensary committee, both meetings being convened, as 
it is stated, in reference to the approach of cholera, I should feel much ohlio-ed 
if the Commissioners will acquaint me, by return of post, wirh their views, for 
my guidance, as to a resolution, said to have been come to by the committee, 
empowei-ing the medical officers to give relief to any patients appl}ing to them 
with symptoms of dianheea and cholera, without presenting a ticket of relief, 
signed in accordance with the 9th section of the Medical Charities Act. Such a 
provision may become necessary ; but as it would appear to be opposed to the 
clause mentioned, I have considered it right to bring the matter before the Com- 
missioners, for their instructions regarding it at the present juncture. 



(No. 50 >ii 2 / 53 .) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, 
dated 23 September 1853. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
22d instant, relating to the proposed meetings of the Board of Guardians of 
Belfast Union and the Belfast Dispensary committee, on the subject of cholera, 
and I am to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter addressed by the Com- 
missioners yesterday to the Board of Guardians, in reply to a letter received from 
them, and referred to you, by yesterday’s post. 

In reference to your inquiry as to the resolution stated to have been come to 
by the dispensary committee, that the medical officers should be empowered to 
give relief to any patients applying to them with symiitoms of diarrhcea and 
cholera, witiiout presenting a ticket of relief, you stating that such a provision may 
become necessary, I am directed to state, that the Commissioners will be prepared 
to issue further directions and regulations, juoviding for this object, under the 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Act, when the necessity arises. 



(No. 50,473/530 

Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 24 September 1853. 

I HAVE to report, that I this day attended an adjourned meeting of the Belfast 
Board of Guardians, and subsequently of the Belfast Dispensary committee, having 
arranged to he present in consequence of seeing a publication of the Board’s jrro'^ 
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ceedings on tlie previous day of their meeting, the letter alluded to in your ooni- 
munication to the clerk of the Belfast Union ( 49 . 986 ). requiring me to visit 
Belfast immediately, and dated the 22d September, not having then, or yet, 
reached me. 

With reference to the existence of cholera in Belfast, I have to report a case 
has occurred, which is now in the stage of convalescence, in the Belfast General 
Hosi)ita], but ^vluch case was seen in its active stages hy a number of medical 
men, and pronounced to be cholera. It did not occur in the practice of any of 
the dispensary medical attendants, but I have obtained reports from_ them,_ whereby 
it appears that five cases of cholera have occurred at different periods within the 
last three months, in two of which death took place, and recovery in the others. 
I have heard of one case also having occurred in private practice ; but viewing 
the case in tlie Belfast Hospital, referred to in the letter of the clerk of the 
union, of the 2lst instant, as convalescent, it would appear that there is no ascer- 
tained case of the disease at present in Belfast. 

The resolutions come to by the Board of Guardians at their meeting of to-day 
will show the measures they have adopted to carry out the provisions of the 
“Nuisances Removal Act.” I may state, generally, that they are preparing 
promptly to carry out every measure that may be considered advisable, and three 
bodies in the Belfast Union, viz. the guardians, the officers of health, and the 
to^^'n council, are taking the necessary measures to have all nuisances abated as 
speedily as possible. 

At my suggestion, tbe Board has called for returns from the dispensary medical 
officers of the union as to the sanitary condition generally of their respective 
districts-, to be laid before them on Wednesday next, the day of their ordinary 
meeting. In company with Colonel Clarke, the Poor Law Inspector of the union, 
I visited two wards in the -tt’orkhouse hospital, which would properly contain 30 
patients, and found them in perfect readiness to receive cholera patients _at a 
moment’s notice. Two more w^ards could be instantly put in readiness if i equired, 
and it would probably be found that there would be sufficient accommodation, if 
the epidemic should break out, for all the patients requiring hospital treatment. 
In the epidemic of 1849, 807 case.s of cholera were treated in the union v^ork- 
house, or something approaching one-fourth of the entire cases that occurred. 
Additional hospital accommodation, if required, could be had in the extensive 
buildings belonging to the Board of Guardians, at the Ban’ack-street Dispensary. 

No case of cholera has been admitted into the union workhouse as yet, and 
there are very few cases of diarrhoea amongst the inmates, as reported to me by 
Dr. Read, the medical attendant of the house. 

Diarrhoea is prevalent, to a certain extent, in the town, and about 30 cases 
have been re])orted to me as existing, and under treatment by the medical attend- 
ants of the dispensary but, on the whole, the number of cases does not, pro- 
bably, exceed what is common at this season of the year. 

Pleasures under consideration hy the Committee, if necessity should arise, are 
the expediency of domiciliary visitation, and means for the immediate detection 
and relief of the disease. 

a copy of the resolutions of the committee, passed yesterday, which I for- 
ward, it will appear that I made them aware of the illegality of their previous 
resolution, empowering the medical attendairts to give relief without a ticket ; but 
I conceive that the object of enabling them to give immediate relief will be 
obtained by the Board of Guardians having made them wardens, so that tliey can 
themselves issue any tickets that may be necessary to any applicant without 
delay. 

I consider the determination of the committee, to limit the compounding of 
medicines for cholera patients to one of the dispensary stations, judicious, for the 
reasons set forth in their resolution. 



(No. 
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Minutes of tlie Board of Guardians of tire 24th September 1853. 

Special Meeting. 

Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at an Extraordinary 
Meeting, convened in piu’suance of Minute of Proceedings of their ordinary 
Meeting of the 21sfc instant, held in the Board-room the 24th September 
1853, at 12 o’clock, noon. 

Present, in the chair, Richard B. Blakiston Houston, Esq., j. p. 

Other guardians: John Stouppe M‘Cauce, Francis t\PMinn, m.d., Hugh 
Stewart, John Haniili, Arthur Aicken, William Coates, j. p., Robert J. Tennent, j. p., 
James Stirling, William M‘Gee, m. d., Jacob Bell, and John Holden, Esquires. 

Alexander Knox, Esq., Ji. n,, district medical inspector, and Colonel Clarke, 
district poor law inspector, were present at the meeting of the Board this day. 

The clerk read the minute of the meeting of the Board of Guardians, directing 
the extraordinary meeting to be held, as also tiie notice for tlie meeting, a copy of 
which had been duly served upon each member of the Board. 

Tlie chairman stated, that the extraordinary meeting of the guardians was 
called for this day in consequence of the appearance of cholera in Belfast, one 
case of which had been received into and treated in the general hospital, and for 
the purpose of considering the best means to adopt for canq-ing into effect the 
powers vested in the guardians under the provisions of the Nuisances Removal 
and Diseases Prevention Act, and of the Medical Charities Act. 

The follouiug order, under the hand and seal of Poor Law Commissioners, was 
read, and laid before the Board : 

Order, under the hand and seal of the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, in pursuance of the provisions of the Acts 
11 & 12 ATct. c. 123, and 14 & 15 Viet. c. 68, s. 19, authorizing them to issue 
such directions and regulations as they shall think fit, for the prevention (as far as 
possible) and mitigation of epidemic or contagious diseases, and autliorising and 
requiring the guai'dians and their officers to carry into effect the provisions of said 
Acts ill this union, &c. 

The following letters, from the Poor Law Commissioners and others, were read 
by the clerk : 

Circular letter from the Commissioners, No. 8G9 M./53, miscellaneous, of the 
21st September, accompanying sealed order, containing such directions and regu- 
lations as tiiey consider primarily necessary for giving effect to the provisions of 
the Acts 11 & 12 Viet. e. 123, and 14 & 15 Viet. c. 68, and pointing out, for the 
guidance of the guardians, the sections of both Acts containing provisions now 
required to be promptly carried into effect. 

Letter from same, No. 49,986/53, of the 22d September, in reply to that from 
the g-uardians of the 21st instant, stating that they have requested their inspector, 
Dr. Knox, to proceed immediately to Belfast, and report to them in reference to 
the existence of cholera there, and will transmit to him the letter of the guardians, 
requesting his attendance at their meeting on the 24th instant, and calling the 
guardians’ attention to the directions and regulations of the 20th instant, under 
the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, and the circular of the 
21st instant relating to hospital accommodation for cholera cases. The Commis- 
sioners will be prepared to take further steps as may be necessary on receiving 
Dr. Knox’s report. They conceive that it is competent for the master of the 
workhouse, under the existing regulations, to admit all patients to that part of the 
workhouse where cholera cases are ti’eatcd as coming within Article 64, s. 1 , of 
the workhouse rules, as cases of sudden and urgent necessity ; but it is also com- 
j)etent for the guai'dians, should they desire it, to invest all medical men in tlie 
■union with distinct authority, by creating them parish wardens ; in which case, 
how'ever, their powers wouW not be limited to cholera cases. 

Letter from same. No. 371 M./53, of the 21st instant, stating, that as there are 
grounds for the apprehension that cholera may soon visit Ireland, they are anxious 
to learn what hospital accommodation tlie guardians are provided with in the event 
of its appearing in the union. They do not apprehend that a largo proportion of 
cholera cases should be treated in a hospital ; but cases may occur where, from tho 
poverty of the patient and the want of all appliances, this course may be neces- 
sary ; neitlier do thev apprehend tiiat cases could be sent from any considerable 
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distance to tlie hospital. A separate and distinct ward, in which other cases of 
sickness would not be admitted, is essentially necessary, provided with means of 
communicating heat. 

Letter from Dr. Knox, poor law medical inspector, of the 22d instant, stating 
that he will be present at the extraordinaiy meeting of the guardians on Saturday 
the 24th instant, at 12 o’clock. 

That oOO copies of the letter of the 21st instant, and order of the Commis- 
sioners, containing instructions and directions on the Nuisance Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act, be printed and circulated amongst the guardians and 
other authorities. 

That a liandbill be prepared and posted for the information of the public, 
setting forth the powers of the guai-clians, &c., for enforcing tlie removal of 
nuisances by the owners or occupiers of premises in which they may be found to 
exist, and recovery of expenses from the owners or occupiers when the nuisance- 
is not removed by them. 

That every qualified medical practitioner in this town be appointed a warden 
for the parish in which he resides, with power to give an order for the admission- 
of cholera cases into hospital, or for the attendance on persons affected with 
cholera at their own homes by the district medical attendant. 

That the medical or parish wardens be requested to confine then orders as 
above, to cholera, or other contagious diseases. 

Doctor M‘Gee stated, that he would give notice on next Board day for- 
increasing the number of i-elieving officers for the union, when such would be 
found necessary. 

That the medical attendant or attendants of the respective dispensary districts- 
be requested to rejrort to the guardians upon the sanitary state of their districts, 
and on any existitjg nuisance therein ; also what means are necessary for the proper 
management of the district. 

That the present dispensary districts be adopted as those for purposes under- 
the prevalence of cholera, and to have additional medical attendants when 
necessary. 

That a sub-committce of the guardians be appointed for each of the dispensary 
districts cf the union. 

Doctor Reid, medical attendant, having been called before the Board in refer- 
ence to the Commissioners’ letter, No. 371 M./53, of the 21st instant, stated, that 
he had ample accommodation in the workhouse hosjntal for the treatment of 
cholera should it appear ; already he has two wards fitted xtp with 26 beds, and on 
the shortest notice can make much more extensive accommodation should such be 
required. He further remarked, that at present there was very little diarrhoea or 
dysentery in the hospital, and does not think it necessary to recommend any 
alteration or change in the diet of the inmates. His particular attention will be 
given to this matter. 

That the workhouse master be instructed to make similar arrangements as were- 
adopted in 1849 in the workhouse, and liave a night and day patrol in the several 
wards of the workhouse when such may be considered necessary. 

That Dr. Reid inquire and report on what terms an assistant to the resident 
apothecarv can be obtained. _ ■ c 

That the following members of this Board be appointed in deputation to confer 
with the town council at their next monthly meeting upon the sanitary araange- 
ments for the borough of Belfast, viz. : Richard B. Blakiston Houston, Robert 

Tennent, William Coates, Jacob Bell, J. W. Stouppe M‘Cauce, Robert M Con- 
nell and John Hamill, Esquires. 

Colonel Clarke called the attention of the guardians to^ the potTers tlr.at the 
constabulary force have under the provisions oP the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act. 

That the deputation of the Board, appointed to confer with the town council, 
be requested to confer with G. S. Hill, Esq., sub-inspector of constabulary, on 
their powers imder the Alien Act. 

That the Commissioners be requested to communicate with Colonel M'Gregor, 
ill order that the services of the constabulary may be made available in canymg 
into effect the provisions of the Nuisance Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts 
in their respective constabulary districts. 
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That the clerk have the minutes of the Board, showing the arrano-ements made 
in 1-849 with the general hospital, &c., in reference to cholera, to be laid before 
the guardians at their next meeting. 



(No. 55 . 478 / 53 -) 

Letter from Dr. M'Gee, Mayor of Belfast, to Dr. McDonnell, 
dated 5 November 1853. 

I HAVE just retui-ned from an inspection of the emigrant ship “ Guiding Star,” 
which put into our Lough this morning from loss of spars and sails. Captain De 
‘Courcy, r. n., emigration officer, waited on me this foreiroon, and reported to me 
officially that disease was 011 board, said to be dianlicea or cholera, and that some 
deaths had occurred, there being one dead body on board. I proceeded on board 
•of the ship, a splendid vessel of 2,000 tons. She sailed from Liverpool on the 
27th ultimo (Thursday), with 450 statutable passengers, i. e. about 500 old and 
young, and with crew and cabin passengers, nearly 550 souls. One person died in 
Liverpool on board of her, under suspicious circumstances, prior to her clearing 
out. Sickness '\'ery soon appeared, prior to her arrival in our Lough; six deaths 
occurred at sea, and the bodies were committed to the deep. On getting on 
board, we found that two persons, a child and an adult, had died after her coming 
to anchor. 

We inspected the passengers minutely, and found 1 1 seriously ill with cholera ; 
two of them in collapse, and one in consecutive fever; one child had cholera com- 
plicated with cerebral disease. 

The captain proceeds this evening to Liverpool, for a powerful tug steamer to 
tow his ve.ssel thither for necessary stores and repairs. The medical officer in 
charge of the ship reported to us, that the symptoms had been rice water, purging 
and vomiting, with cramps, thirst, and in some cases jactitation; eyes ■^•ery sunken, 
often with dark arsolee, voice thin and feeble, urine supjn-essed. pulse weak and 
fluttering. His treatment was, as far as possible, external heat, sinaiiisms, calomel, 
and opium ; with opiates, antispamodics and stimiilant.s. Burnett’s disinfecting 
•fluid had been freely used, and we could not perceive any close or disagreeable 
smell. We ordered the bodies to be carefully coffined, after being enveloped in 
tarred cloth or oil cloth, and chlorate of lime (dry) freely scattered in the coffins. 
Dr. Pirrie will visit the ship in the forenoon, and will bring up the bodies for 
interment in our workhouse burying ground, and will send into our workhouse 
hospital such of the patients as can be removed. Sunday, 3 p. m.. Captain De 
Courcy and Dr. Pirrie have retunied, and report that five new eases occurred since 
our leaving last evening, t’lvo of which have terminated fatally. The}’ brought up 
for iiitennent six bodies, also 12 patients for the hospital, and one suspicious case; 
they have brought av’ay also the families of these patients as the law directs. Of 
the 12 sent to our workhouse hospital, five are in diankcea, with very sunken eyes ; 
three are in collapse, and one dying of consecuti-^-e fever. They report, that on 
their leaving there was not a sick person remaining. The doctor' who is in charge 
has not had time to write out an official report as he had promised, but I hope to 
receive it early to-morrow, so that I may seud it by to-morrow evenin 2 ’’s post 
to you. 

Deaths : one in Liverpool, six at sea, and six in our Lough ; in all, 13. Cases 
in .hospital at Belfast Workhouse, 12 or 13. 

A diificult}' has arisen, which, perhaps, you can now provide for under your 
extraordinary powers as a Board of Health. Persons d}’ing in our port or harbour 
having no friends that can pay for them, as in this case, where are they to be buried, 
and at whose expense ? I believe it may often occur, even in our town. We have 
no “ poor’s burying ground,” pro])erly so called ; and our workhouse burial-ground 
of about two or three acres, v’hich we purchased, is, I believe, legally usable oniv 
for those dying in our workhouse. I have ventured to direct these six persons 
dying in our port to be buried at the cost of the union in our workhouse gi'ouiid, 
even though I believe the proceeding contrary to strict law. Will you bring 
this very important question under the notice of your brethren? I will write 
to-morrow. 



109. 
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Belfast ITnion. 



(No. 55 , 523 / 53 .) 

Report from Dr. Km.v, Jilertical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 7 November 1853. 

With reference to my communication of yesterday regarding the existence of 
cholera in a vessel in the Lough of Belfast, I bog leave further to report, that, with 
the view of obtaining for the Commissioners the most authentic particulars pos- 
sible I lost no lime In putting mvself in communication with the mayor of Belfast, 
who is a physician, and with Dr. Pirrie, the medical officer of the Local Marine 
Board, who have kindly favonred me with a report, which contains a detail of the 
circumstances up to the period of my writing, and which I forward herewith. 

I have further to add, that I visited the workhouse hospital to-day, in company 
with Dr. Reid, the physician of that establishment (of course not in my official 
capacity), who infonned me that there could not be any doubt, in his opinion, 
recardiiio- the nature of the disease, which concurred with the' statement of Dr. 
M^Gee, the mayor, and Dr. Pirrie. Dr. Pirrie further reported, to^ ine, that the 
surn-eoii attached to the hospital also coincided with them in the opinion that the 
disSise was Asiatic cholera. From all the information I have been able to obtain, 
and from a personal inspection both of the living and dead in the workhouse- 
hospital, there appears to be no reason for doubting the correctness of their 

*°*The only additional particulars that 1 have to add are, that the numbers admitted 
into hospital amount to 39 in all ; of these, 16 had been attacked with cholera 
up to this afternoon, and of these, three have died ; and in four of the other cases 
the prognosis appeared to be very unfavourable. , , . 

The remainin'o- 23 persons, admitted as being suspected, have been placed m 
separate or quarantine wards in the part of the hospital allocated for cholera 
patients, between whom and the rest of the building the cominiuiication is cut oft._ 
More detailed particulars w-ill appear in the report of Dr. Reid to the Board oi 
Guai'diaiis Oil Wednesday next. n i 

With reo'ard to the state of the public health generally ni Belfast, 1 beg leave to. 
report, that it appeal's to be very satisfactory. Having visited both the dispensaiy 
stations to-day, and communicated Avith the medical officers there, i am glad to 
report, as the result of my inquiries, that no cases of cholera are known to exist either 
in the iiiiioii workhouse, or in the community at large, except the cases admitted 
from the “ Guiding Star,” and that the cases of diarrheea are not numerous, 
indeed much less numerous than they ^yere a few weeks ago, and that they pre- 
sent no symiitoms of unusual severity or intractability. 



Enclosure in Dr. Knox’s Re})ort of 7 November 185-3. 

The sliin “ Guiding Star,” of Liverpool, Robertson master, 1,400 tons register, bound 
for New York, saileerfrom Liverpool on Thursday 27th October, having on board 442J 
statute passengers (equal to 500 souls), exclusive of cabin passengers and crew. When to 
the westward of Cane Clear, lost mam topmast, mam yard and other spars ; put back, came 
round the west coast of Ireland, and, after attempting to reach Liverpool, was obliged to 
bear up for Belfast Lough, where she anchored on Friday night, 4th November. 

On Satuidav, the 5th instant, the captain having reported sickness on board, the mayor 
of Belfast (Dr. Magee), Captain De (Jourcy (Government Emigration Officer), and Dr. Pirne,- 
(Medical Officer, local Marine Board), visited the ship, and found the sickness to be 
Asiatic cholera. The surgeon of the ship (Mr. A, Stewart) reported seven passengers to 
have died of cholera previous to the ship’s arrival m Belfast Lough (their bodies were 
thrown overboard). There .were also two bodies on board, being passengers, who had died 
after the ship came to anchor. Mr. Stewart also reported, that he had heard that one or 
two deaths had occurred among ihe passenger previous to the ship s clearing out at Liver- 
pool, and before he, the surgeon, had joined the vessel. j 1 1 - 

^ All the passengers who were able to come up, having been ordered on deck, die inspec- 
tion was proceeded with ; there were found in the passengers’ berths 12 persons m the various 
stages of cholera (diaiThisa, collapse and consecutive fever) ; the passenger deck was very 
wet and sloppy, and there was no efficient arrangement for ventilation in the lore part ol 

**'Tlfe’?ick were brought up to the hospital on the ship’s deck. The decks were ordered 
to be immediately cleaned and dried, and to be kept as clean and dry as possible. Ohloride- 
ofliiiie to be freely used, and wind sails to be put down each hatchway; and the passengers 
who were able were directed to be as much in the open air as the weather and circumstances 
would permit. Directions were also given for forming a patrol from among the passengers 
to examine regularly the berths and their fellow-passengers, so as to report the hrst 
° symptom 
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symptom of disease to the surgeon of the ship, anil to whom also could be intrusted the 
carrying out of the regulations for cleansing and purifying the ship. 

It was also arranged that Captain De Coiircy and Dr. Pirrie should visit the ship the 
next day, which they did, on Sunday the 6th instant, bringing a steamer for the removal of 
the sick and the dead. On reaching the ship, it was found that one death had occurred 
during the night, and that there were five new cases (one of whom died in 20 hours from 
time of seizure.) 

All the sick and suspected, vpith their friends, were removed onboard the steamer, and 
placed on mattresses on the deck and cabin. Of these, three died on the passage up to 
town, and the remainder were removed to the workhouse hospital, where three of them 
have since died. The dead were placed in coffins, and removed to the workhouse ground 
for interment. 

None of the passengers in the cabin, or the crew, have as yet been attacked by the disease. 

Deaths on board ship - - - 10 

Deaths on board steamer - - - 3 

Deaths in workhouse hospital - - 3 up to 3 p.m. of Monday. 

Total Deaths - - 16 7th Novmber. 

Cases remaining in hospital under treatment - - 13 



William M‘Gee, si.d.. Surgeon, r.n. 

(3 p. M.) J. M. Pirrie, m.d. 

Belfast, 7 November 1853. Medical Officer Local Marine Board. 



(No. 55.S46/53O 

Letter from Dr. M'Gee, Mayor of Belfast, to Dr. M' Donnell, 
dated 8 November 1853. 

Last evening, Dr. Pirrie and I handed a joint report to your Inspector, 
Dr. Knox, which, no doubt you received this morning ; since then no additional 
deaths have occm’red in hospital. 

You are'- aware that the families of those labouring under cholera were placed 
under surveillance in hospital, and not allowed to communicate with our town ; 
of these (25 in number), five have been seized with the epidemic since coming on 
shore. On. my return from the country, I received a note from the surgeon of the 
“ Guiding Star,” informing me that he has had two more deaths, and has five in 
hospital, and requesting that measures might be taken for their removal. 

No boat has been able to go alongside the vessel this day, as it has been blow- 
ing a gale of wind, and the same cause has delayed the arrival of the steam-tug, 
Avhich is to town the “ Guiding Star ” to Liveiqiool ; it is fully expected that she 
will get off safely to-moirow. Dr. Pirrie and Captain D. E. Cnurcy will visit her 
as soon as the small steam-boat can venture alongside. 



(No. 55.847/530 

Letter from Dr. M‘Gee, Mayor of Belfast, to Dr. McDonnell, 
dated 9 November 1853. 

We have not had any additional deaths in hospital; but there are among those 
under surveillance in our hospital two persons having premonitory diarrhcea. On 
board the ship,' since yesterday, they have had four more deaths ; in all, six since 
Sunday: these have been lauded for burial in our workhouse burial-ground. We 
have also got on shore this day five cases of cholera, and some members of the 
families of the sick from the “ Guiding Star,” leaving her once more without a 
case of sickness on board of her at the hour she was towed away to Liverpool this 
afternoon, viz., 2. 30 p.m. 

The deaths are as follows : 

At sea - 7 

In our lough - 12 

In hospital - - 3 

22 

Exclusive of one or two who died in Liverpool prior to the surgeon’s joining her. 

J09. l3 Surgeon 



Belfast Union. 
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Belfast Uiiinn. Surgeon Stewart has not sent any report tliat I am aware of. A letter to the 
emigration officer (Captain Schomherg, n, n.) would secure the necessary docu- 
ment. Of the five sick brought on shore this day, I am informed three will not 
recover. 



(No. 56,125/53.) 

Letter from Dr. Reid, Medical Officer of the "Workhouse, to Dr. j\I‘ Donnell, 
dated 1 1 November 1853. 

I jiM aware that Dr. M‘Gee has forv'’arded you one or two communications 
regarding a number of emigrants that have been admitted to the Belfast Union 
Hospital, several of ■whom were suffering from Asiatic cholera. The total number 
admitted was 56. 

Of whom, on admission, there were sick - - - 20 

And of the number well on admission, there have taken 
ill since 6 

Total sick - - - 26 

Of whom have died - 

Under treatment - - - - - - - 21 

Of whom, four are convalescent, and the remaining 17 are either going into con- 
secutive fever, or beginning to shake it off ; but I think we will lose at least 
four more. 

Our treatment, in the early stages, has been calomel, dry heat and stimulants j 
and in consecutive fever, counter irritation, purgatives and saline diuretics. 

No new cases have occurred in our quarantine wards during the last 48 hours; 
and I presume you have been informed, that all the emigrants were brought into 
the ho8i)ital to protect, as fiir as possible, the inmates of the workhouse ; and 
every effort has been made also to protect the other patients in the hospital. I 
shall take leave to forward you a report by Sunday evening’s mail. 



(No. 58,517/53-) 

Communication from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, dated 2 December 1853. 

On my arrival in Belfast,! investigated the newspaper report of cholera, and, as 
the result of my inquiries, instituted regarding the case referred to in the annexed 
extract. I have to report that its authenticity and genuineness both rest on the 
assertion of one medical practitioner, who confessedly did not see the patient 
during life, and who formed his opinion on the symptoms reported to him by 
non-professional persons. Surgeon Hanna, I am informed, made the case known 
to Dr. Brown, the Medical Inspector, employed by the Town Commissioners, of 
course, after the death of the patient, and he concurs with me in thinking the 
evidence insufficient to establish the allegation, that the case was one of malignant 
cholera. It will be observed, that diarrhoea is not mentioned as one of the 
symptoms, and the phenomena reported to have been observed are character- 
istic of poisoning as of cholera, and if any suspicion had existed, which, however, 
1 do not understand to have been the case, the circumstances might have been 
appropriately referred to the coroner for investigation. 

There is at present only one case of cholera (as far as I can ascertain) in Belfast, 
which is reported in the monthly return of Nevember, by Dr. Halliday, as a case 
of English cholera. It was a severe attack, the patient being now in consecutive 
fever, and the result questionable ; but, at any rate, it appears to be a sporadic 
case, and cholera in its epidemic form does not appear to exist in Belfast at present. 
I shall, however, defer, from to-morrow till Wednesday, my intended return to 
Strangford, to ascertain if any further cases shall arise in the same houses, or same 
vicinities, and transmit the earliest information to the Commissioners. 



(Enclosure.) 
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(Enclosure.) 

Exth-Iot from the “ Belfast Banner ” Newspaper, annexed to foregoing Communication. 

Belfast. — A female named Kelly, residing at 128, Millfield, was suddenly attacked on 
the 23d instant, between four and five o’clock, a.m., with severe pains and cramps extendinir 
over the abdomen and extremities, with vomiting, and consequent prostration. Her family 
unwisely abstained from calling in medical aid in time, and it was not until nine o’clock, a. m. 
that Surgeon Hanna was apprised of the circumstance. Although he immediately repaired’ 
to the place, death had done its work. He had no difficulty, from the history of the case, 
in pronouncing it a most virulent form of Asiatic cholera. ’ 



(No. .58,904/53.) 

Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners 
dated 7 December 1 853. 

I HAVE the honour to rejmrt, for the information of the Commissioners for 
administering- tlie Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that I have within the 
last two clays visited both the Belfast Dispensary stations, and the Lisburn 
Hollywood and BalJyraacarrett Dispensaries, and, after the most careful inquiry 
I could institute, it does not appeal- that there is any diarrhoea epidemically pre- 
valent, or assuming- any peculiar character, or any cases of cliolera of any descrip, 
tion, except the cases existing in the sub-district of Dr. Halliday, one of the 
medical officers of the Belfast Dispensary, whose report to me I annexed to my 
last communication to the Commissioners on the subject : one of the children 
there refen-ed to has since died, and the other is likely to recover. A brother of 
the woman who died, as stated in my last report, in Dr. Halliday’s district (iu 
Maxwell's-placc), is also affected with diarrhoea, these two last-mentioned cases 
being the only cases I can ascertain to exist up to this date, when I am leaving 
Belfast for Strangford, and the patients in both instances, in Dr. Halliday’s opinion, 
are likely to recover. Maxwell’s-place is an ill-di-aiued locality, and the attention 
of Dr. Brown, the medical inspector of the Town Commissioners, has been drawn 
to it, with a view of having its sanitary condition imjn-oved. 



CORK UNION. 



(No. 55>522/.53-) 

Letter from Mr. B. Verling, (Chairman of Queenstown Committee of Health, 
to the Commissioners, dated 7 November 1853, with Enclosure. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose for your information a copy of a letter addressed 
by me, as chairman of the Sanitary Board of Queenstown, held this day, under 
circumstances particularly exciting to the inhabitants of this town, and t am 
directed to request the favour of your attention to the important matter referred to. 



(Enclosure.) 

(No. 56,522/53-) 

My Lord, Queenstown, 7 November 1853. 

KEPERRiNG to a letter -which was addressed to your Lordship by Mr. Frencli, as chair- 
man of Committee of Health of Queenstown, on 17th ultimo, I beg to inform -you that the 
occurrence then feared has since unfortunately taken place; the “ Kossuth’’ has arrived 
here with 606 emigrants on board, having sailed from Liverpool October 24tli Cholera has 
since broken out amongst the passengers, and 21 deaths have already taken’ place, and Vi 
persons are now sick. This district is at present quite free from cholera ; but we much fear 
considermg what has taken place elsewhere, if the passengers are landed, that the disease 
wilf be spread through tins town and neighbourhood. We have a local liospital and we 
trust sufficient means to provide for the necessities of our own people ; but we avain uro-e 
upon your Lordship that means should be provided to prevent the importation of disease 
into a previously healthy district, and that this can easily be done by sending a hulk to be 
kept here as a hospital ship, for passengers arriving from other ports, and could be done with 
very slight expense, as the owners of ships using the hospital should be made to pay for the 
D 2 accommodation 
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Cork Union. accommodation afforded them, and the Government emigration officer on the spot could 

superintend the arrangements. This officer has, in the present case, made arrangements to 

remove the sick of the “Kossuth” into a hulk, hired for the purpose by him ; but we trust 
your Lordship will provide an efficient ship Jiospital, as suggested by us. Some years ago 
the Admiralty offered to provide a ship to be used as an hospital, on condition that the 
local authorities would provide for the expense; this we have no means of doing but by 
the suggestion we have made. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) B. Verling, 

To the Right Honourable Lord Palmerston, Chairman. 

&c. &c &c. 



Letter from the Mayor of Cork to the Lord Lieutenant. 

Covlv, Monday Evening, 

May it please your Excellency, 7 November 1853. 

I BEG leave to ^vaive all formality of style, and to acquaint you of the arrival 
in Cork Harbour of the ship “ Kossuth,” with 650 emigrants on board, very 
many of whom have been attacked with cholera of a most malignant t}-pe ; nearly 
30 d*eaths have already taken place, and tliere are several extreme eases fast hur- 
rying to a fatal dose. 

The consternation is universal in Cork and Queenstowji, the natural fear being 
that the plague may be communicated to those on shore, and that with half the 
<-ity just after a submersion of 20 hours in water, in many instances to the height 
of six to ten feet, its ravages will be terrible beyond conception. 

Under these circumstances the council at their meeting this day directed me to 
proceed, in company with the High Sheriff, to Queenstown, in order to impress 
on Sir William CaiTolI, the admiral of the port, the necessity of providing at 
once for the relief of the distressed people, and of establishing a system of quaran- 
tine to prevent communication between tbe ship and the shore. We proceeded 
jiccordingly to Queenstown, and having placed ourselves in communication with 
the local committee of health and the magistrates, we then waited on Sir William 
Ciirroll, accompanied by several of the gentlemen vaIioiu we met in deliberation 
on the subject ; wo urged on Sir William Carroll the pro])riety of allocating one 
of the large and yet idle stores at Haulbowline for the reception of the emigrants 
who were untouched, the sick being about to be removed into a hulk hired for 
the jmrpose, but not yet fit for their reception. Sir William Carroll expressed his 
inability to comply with our request, and advised an application to the Government. 

I tlicrefore, in compliance with the resolution of this day’s council and the 
mag'Istates, in meeting assembled, respectfully call on your Excellency to use your 
infiuenee with the proper authorities to have the stores alluded to, or a portion of 
them, placed at the disposal of the magistrates and committee of health of 
Queenstown, and also to give or procure for Sir William Carroll jmwer to esta- 
blish a system of (Quarantine, and lastly to procure from the Admiralty one of the 
dismantled vessels of 'war which, now lie uselessly in several English harbours, 
and one which could afford sufficient accommodation to meet almost any similar 
emergency. 

}' earnestly imidore of your Excellency to Q)ut an end to the difficulties 'which 
have hitherto stood in the way of- tbe applications which have been repeatedly 
made with reference to this mode of precaution. A ship of the kind could be 
tow'cd over in a short time by a j>owerful steamer, i \-enture to say few of Her 
Majesty’s ships of war were ever engaged in a duty so urgent or beneficial. 

L may add for your Excellency’s information, that there is another emigrant 
shi]> with 550 souls on board, lying withm a few boats’ length of the common 
lantling place, and that she has also been driven in, in terrible distress, nearly all 
her masts being carried away by the late gales ; fortunately^ there is little sickness 
on hoard ; but I submit that there are about 1,200 people in our harbour in a state 
of terrible distress, and that it is the bounden duty of the Government to provide 
a floating hospital for the innnediate succour of those who are similarly situated, 
and in a port which is so frequented, and offers so ready an asylum as this. 

With the profound hope that your Excellency will see the necessity of at once 
assisting to carry out the wishes of those wiiom I iioav have to represent, 

T remain, kc. 

(signed) Jofiii Francis Maguire. 

' Lette a 
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Le'iter from tlie Lord Lieutenant to the Mayor of Cork. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 9 November 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of yo\ir letter 
of the 7th instant, informing his Excellency of the arrival in Cork Harbour of the 
ship “ Kossuth,” with 650 emigrants on board, many of whom have been attacked 
with cholera of a most malignant typo, and to acquaint you that his Excellency 
is unable to take any steps upon the suggestion of the town council respecting 
quarantine, it ap])caring by a communication recently received from Jlr. Bathurst, 
clerk of Her Jlajesty’s Privy Council in England, that no quarantine regulations 
are at present in force in regard to cholera. His Excellency has transmitted an 
account of the state of circumstances in Cork, and your proposal as to the pro- 
priety of establishing quarantine regulations for the consideratioir of sny Lords. 

His Excellency will forthwith forward to the proper quarter, and recommend 
for favourable consideration the application to be allowed the use of the stores at 
Haulbowline for the I'eception of cholera patients, and also respecting tlie 
stationing an hospital ship at Queenstown. 

r have also to acquaint you that copies of all the communications received from 
Cork on the subject of the cholera have been duly forwarded to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, who, under the 19th section of the 14 & 15 Viet. c. 68, are con- 
stituted the Commissioners for executing the provisions of the Nuisances Removal 
and Diseases Prevention Act 1848, and who will communicate with the Board 
of Guardians and the local committees as to the steps to be taken in this 
emergency. 

I am. See. 

(signed) John Young. 



(No. 55.844/,53-) 

Lictter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, . 
dated 11 November 1853. 

I AM directed by the Commis.sionor.s for administering the Laws for Relief of tho 
Poor in Ireland, to forward, for your infonnation, the enclosed copy of corre- 
spondcnco botweeu the local authorities in the Cork Union and the Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland, regarding the arrival at Queenstown of tho ship “ Kossuth,” 
with cholera cases on board. 

It will be seen from the enclosures that application has been made by direction 
of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant for the use of some of the nnooottpied 
stores at Haulbouliiie, with a view to the appropriation to tho reception of 
emigrants arriving at that port in similar circmnstancos to tho.se in tho “ Kossuth.” 

The Commissionors rc([uest that you will proceed to Haulbowline, aiul inspect 
the promises mentioned herein, and report to tho Commissioners your opinion as 
to the arrangements to be made for using them when placed at the disposal of the 
Commissioners. 

Tlie Commissioners wish to address the guardians of Cork Union on the subject 
at their next meeting, on Wednesday the 16th instant. 



(No. 56,377/53-) 

Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 15 November 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 Ith instant. 
No. 55>S44/53> together with the copies of correspondence therein named, and 
herewith returned, and I have to inform you that I proceeded to Queenstown as 
(juick as I possibly could after the receipt thereof. 

I arrived there yesterday evening, and immediately calleil upon Ailinirai Sir 
A\’^illiam (.iarrol, avIio informed me that his instructions front the Admiralty was 
not to permit any of the unoccupied stores at Haulbowline to Ire givocn for the 
purposes rolerred to in your communication to mo, and ho would not pei'init me 
to inspect any of them. 

I. this day attended a full meeting of tho sanitary committee at Queenstown, 
and forward herewith a copy of a resolution entered on their miiiutos. 

109 . d 3 I quite 



Cork Uuioiu 
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Cork Union. 



T quite concur in their view of establishing (if it can be clone\ a lazai’etto of 
two frigates at Queenstown, each capable of accommodating 500 or 600 persons, 
one for the reception of the sick, the other for the healthy emigrants, while the 
ship was being cleansed and fumigated ; the owners of the emigrant ships to pay 
the expenses incurred for their accommodation and convenience. 

There Inis been no new case of cholera reported, and any mischief that can 
arise from the ship “ Kossuth,” has been effected, as all the healthy emigrants have 
been permitted to land, and are now located in lodging-houses about Cork and 
Queenstown. 



(No. 56, 733/530 

Letter from Mr. JV. M. Drew to the Commissioners, dated 18 November J853. 

I BEG to acknowledge your communication of the 16th instant (No. 56,1.50), 
and to state, that the officers of health of Queenstown were appointed at Easter 
vestry, under the Act 59, Geo. 3, cap. 41, and were subsequently named by the 
Board of Guardians (Cork) a .sanitary committee for carrying into effect the 
“ Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Act,” and that they consist of the 
mao'istratos, Poor Law Guardians, medical gentlemen, and othei- respectable inha- 
bitants ; that there is no general vestry cess levied, nor indeed leviable here, nor 
any public funds whatever api)licabie to the purpose, except the poor-rate assessed 
on the electoral division. 

The sauitavv committee, more fully impressed with the belief, that on a state- 
ment of the case which I submitted to you by their desire, and with the informa- 
tion officially before you, that cholera in its most malignant form has been pre- 
vailing for some time in our harbour, you would, as Sanitary Commissioners, at 
once have issued the necessaiy directions, as you are empowered to do, so as to 
enable us to act with effect for the preservation of the public health. 

The Board of Guardians, however, have fortunately seen the propriety of 
reconsidering their proceeding of the 9th instant, and have consented to afford 
us the required facilities for carrying on our operations, otherwise the delay which 
the Commissioners .seemed to think necessary might have been attended with 
very serious consequences. 

I beg respeetfuUy to remind you, that we arc still without a receiving hulk 
or accommodation of any kind for the emigrants of the infected ship (the 
“Kossuth”), while she is undergoing the process of cleansing and fumigation, 
and that, therefore, several hundreds of them have been obliged to go to Cork, 
where they are distributed among the lodging-houses, taking with them probably 
the seeds of contagion, and which, unless the providence of God intervenes, are 
not unlikely to be developed and diffused in that poor and populous locality. 

There is, I would beg to add, but one opinion here as to the extraordinary 
remissness of the Government in not supplying the necessary means for protecting 
those unfortunate people, and preventing the spread of disease, and should 
calamitous results ensue, a feartul responsibility will rest upon the authorities 
charged with the superintendence of the public health and safety. 

The sanitai-v committee have now the disagi-eeable duty of stating to you, that 
another vessel' with cholera on board has arrived here this morning from Hamburg, 
with 156 emigrants. 

Thirteen cases occurred at sea, 1 1 of which proved fatal, and the captain is 
now lying dead of the pestilence. 

They would also suggest to the Commissioners, that there is now a hulk at 
Portsmouth, the “ Illustrious,” fitted up (but not required) for patients from the 
“ Agamemnon,” and which they would earnestly request them to apply for to the 
Government, to be stationed in this harbour for the purposes referred to. 



[No. 57>057/530 

Report of Mr. Huband, Poor Law Inspector, dated 21 November 185o. 



In reply to your letter No. 55,521/53, dated the 18th instant, inquiring whether 
I had procured further information relative to the recent outbreak of cholera on 
board the emigrant ship in the harbour of Queenstown, I have the honour to 
report, that, finding that Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, had arrived m Cork, 
1 presumed that his information would render gny which I could give valueless ; 
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but upon receipt of your letter above referred to, I proceeded to Queenstown as 
I could not depend upon the exaggerated report circulated in Cork. I was not 
able to find the emigTation agent upon Saturday, and the clerk in Ins office had 
no authentic intelligence. I again went to Queenstown this day, and obtained an 
intervie-w with Captain Friend, who is in communication v'ith the medical man 
in attendance upon the emigrant ships in the harbour. I am able to report to you 
that the “ Kossuth ” the arrival of which I reported to you, is now comparatively 
Jiealtliy ; she left Liverpool with 609 passengers, emigrants, 18 of whom died upon 
the passage to Queenstown, 20 died since, and there are 16 eases of convales- 
cence the whole of the healthy passengers were allowed to land as soon as it was 
found that no new case arose. The passengers arc to re-embark ui)on Wednesday 
next, and it is expected that the vessel will proceed upon her voyage upon 
Thursday next. 

There were two cases of death on shore, supposed to have been caused by 
communication w-ith the passengers of the “ Kossuth,” one a fisherman at Aghada,* 
who, it is said, picked up a bundle of clothes thrown over board, which had 
belonged to one of the passengers, deceased ; and the other case was that of a 
woman w’ho kept a lodging-house in Queenstown. Two or thi-ee of the passen- 
gers had lodged with her, and were to all appearance then, and have been since, 
perfectly healthy. She, however, after their depai-ture was attacked by cholera, 
and died of consecutive fever. 

I have not heard of any authentic cases of cholera having arisen in Queenstown, 
Cork, or in any of the numerous villages in the harbour, except those I mention. ’ 

Two cases of small-pox occurred on board the “ Kossuth they are both on 
shore, in hospital. 

With regard to the foreign vessel, which arrived with cholera subsequent to 
the arrival of the “Kossuth,” the cholera broke out in her a few days after she 
left Hamburgh. She lost 1 1 passengers on her voyage before her arrival at 
Queenstown, and two persons died since ; they died last night : there are not any 
new cases, and she is to proceed upon her voyage immediately. She is merely 
waiting for some repair to be complete. None of her passengers have been 
landed. 



(No. .57.057/53-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, 
dated 23 November 1853. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to for^v-a^d to you herewith an extract fi-om a report, dated the 
21st instant, which the Commissioners have received from their Inspector, 
Jlr. Huband, relative to a case of cholera which has occurred at Queenstown iii 
the Cork Union. 

The Commissioners request that you , will make inquiry into the circumstances 
of the case, and report the details to them. 



(No. 57.087/53.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical.Inspector, 
dated 22 November 1853. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to forward to you herewith a letter which they have received from 
the medical officer for the Cork Dispensary district in Cork Union. 

The Commissioners request that yon will inquire into the nature of the ease, 
and report on it to them, especially ascertaining whether it can be traced to com- 
munication with any passenger landed from the “ Kossuth.” 

I am also to inform you that the Commissioners have addressed the Board of 
Guardians on the subject, and they request that you will attend their meeting, 
and confer with them on the arrangements to be adopted to meet the possibility 
of an outbreak of cholera, as well as the landing of sick passengers in Queens- 
town Harbour. 



*®9- d4 - (No. 



Cork Union. 



• Hee Middleton 
Union Corre- 
spondence. 
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Cork Union. !'<y=300lS3.) 

Rei’OIit from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 

dated 23 November 1853, with Enclosure. 

In reply to your letter of the 22d inshmt, No. 57,087/53, I liave the honour to- 
inform vou, that I made every inquiry into tlie nature of the case of Asiatic 
cholera reported to you by Dr. Hare, one of the medical officers of the Cork 
Dispensary district. 

The subject of it uus a female of about 25 years of age, and of temperate 
habits, the -wife of a shoemaker in rather comfortable circumstances, but residing- 
ill a confined and unhealthy lane in the south district of tho cit)-. She became ill, 
as I am informed, of diarrheea, about nine o’clock p.m. 011 Sunday evening last; 
on Monday morning she was up and out, when slie was seized in a neighbour’s 
house with vomiting, watery dejections, cramps, and the other usual symptoms of 
Asiatic cholera, and became unable to return to her own residence. When 
Dr. Hare first saw her, at about half-past three o’clock, she was in collapse, and 
died at eight o’clock on the same evening. 

I could tret no trace whatever of her, or any member of her family, having had 
communication with any of the passengers of the ship “ Kossuth. 

I also attended this day the meeting of the Board of Guardians, and herewith 
forwai'd to you extracts from their minutes. 

In my opinion, the old Lunatic Asylum would not answer fora cholera hospital, 
it being too remote from the south, and the most populous part of the city ; but 
I think the Barrack-street Hospital , which has been an auxiliaiy of the union 
workhouse, and fonnorlv used for chohu'a and fever patients, would he most suit 
able in every respect for the south side, and the ]iresent Fever Hospital, or a por- 
tion of it, for the north side of the city. 

The Barrack-street Hospital is capable of accommodating over 300 patients ; 
it will require some repairs, and I think that the Board of Guardians will find 
the repairing of it less expensive than the old Lunatic Asj'liiin, which is so incon- 
venienlly situated. 

Due jjrovision has been made for any case of cholera that may occur in the 
union workhouse. 



(No. 57,422/53-) 

Letter from Major Larcom to the Commissioners, dated 24 November 1853. 

Refeeeing to vour letter of the 22d instant, transmitting a report from the 
officers of health of Queenstown, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to sug- 
<yestthat, as it appears from that report that many of the emigrants from the- 
“Kossuth” haye landed, and are distributed among the lodging-houses^of Cork, 
tho case \^ oiild seem somewhat analogous to that of the “ Guiding Star,” at Bel- 
fast, adverted to in your letter of the 17th instant, and, therefore, to fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Poor Law authorities. 

It is tnie that the jjersons landed at Cork arc presmued to ho healthy, while 
those at Belfast were either infected, or suspected to be so; yet the cases bear 
equally on the danger to the to-vvn, from the propagation of the disease, and the- 
liability of the poor-rate to bear the cost of preventive measures. 

As Cork, from its position, is at all times liable to the visits of emigrant ships, 
as well from the north of Europe as from the ports of the United Kingdom, it 
may he worthy the consideration of the Board of Guarclians, whether sheds, in 
some convenient position on the shore of the harbour, might not with advantage 
be provided, not only in the present case, but to he in readiness for emergencies 
such as the present ; or, if they should prefer it, and the law admits of relief by 
poor-ratc on ship-board, his Excellency n’ould again ap2>ly to the Admiralty for a 
hulk, to be maintained at the expense of the union. 

I am directed by his Excellency to make these suggestions for your considera- 
tion, his Excellency being well aware of your anxiety to use eveiy means in your 
power to meet the difficulties -which apjiear to bo in the way of the vailous 
arrangements which have been proposed for mitigating the danger from emigrant 
and other ships infected by disease A’isitiiig our ])orts. 



(No. 
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(No. 57,422/53.) 

Letter from tire CommissioneiT to Major Larcom, dated 29 November 1853 
The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, in reply to your letter of the 24th instant, have the honour to state, for 
the information of his Excellency tlie Lord Lieutenant, that they have Ireen in 
commmiication with the guardians of Cork Union, and at the desire of the o-uar- 
dians have issued an order, extending the powers of the guardians under the 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Act, so as to enable the guardians 
to provide for the treatment of persons affected by or threatened with cholera 
Previously to tlie issue of this order (on the 2Gth instant), the Commissioners 
had received a report of a fatal case of cholera in tlie citv of Cork, and of another 
fatal case at Queenstown. The former was not known to have arisen tbrou»h 
any intercourse with the passengers from the “Kossuth;” but the Queenstown 
case took place in a house in which two passeng-ers from the “ Kossuth ” lod-'ed 
■vvho, however, remained Iiealth}-. ® ’ 

Since the issue of the order, 'three new cases have arisen in one dispensary dis- 
tinct of the city of Cork. Dr. Purcell, the medical inspector, has reported that 
these cases are not traceable to any coimnunicatioii with the iiersons landed from 
the “ Kossuth. 

In reference to your remark, that the emigrants who have landed from the 
Kossuth, ^ and are distributed among the lodging-houses in Cork, appear to hill 
vyithiii the jurisdiction of the Commissioners, and that their case is analoo-ons to 
the case of the emigrants landed at Belfast, I am desired to point out, that in 
the latter case the emigrants were received into the workhouse as destitute per- 
sons, and must he assumed to have voluntarily sought refuge in that establish- 
ment, but that no law' exists, so far as the Commissioners are aware, by which 
persons landing from infected ships can bo compelled to reside in any ekablisli- 
dSwl™e” Commissioners, or be prevented obtaining lodging 

The Commissioners have the satisfaction of reporting, that the guardians arc 
taking active measures to provide themselves with a proper cholera hospital, to 
meet any possible outbreak of cholera in the city, and that they have authorized 
the Queenstown sanitary committee to occupy a fit and proper' building for the 
■same purpose m the neighbourhood of Queenstown H.arboiir 



(No. 57,707/53-) 

Letter from Dr. Pumll, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 2G November 1853. 

A, ^ the lioiiour to acknowledge the receipt of votir letter of the 23d instant 
l\o. j,,0i>„;>3, aecompaniodby an extract from a report of Mr. Hnband’s Poor 
Law Inspector, relative to a ease of cholera, that recently occurred in Queens- 
T I '“■'■md, on visiting the plice, to bo as follows : ' 

Mis. M Carty w-ife of a lodgmg-bouse keeper, about 26 years of age. in whose 
house several of the healtliy emigrants from tlio ship “ Kossuth” were lodred, coin- 
phamed, for some days previous to the emigrants entering her bouse as lodrers of 
disordered bowels for wlucli she took a dose of salts on Monday; the 14th fnstant 
and on the following Tuesday, the 15th, she was seized with pnr»i.,.- and voiS 
iiig. Dr, Meade was called to attend her, and lie states, that on his flrst visit ho 
found, in addition to the above symptoms, she had cramps, cold tonnie sunken 
imlse and comitcnance, with ricc-w,atcr discharges from the stomach mid’howL • 
on his second visit, in the evening, I, e found all the above symptoms aworarated’ 
except the discharges from the bowels, which were checked ' “oem'-ited. 

Next morning slie was visited by Dr. Cronin, in eonsnltation with Dr. Meado 
.mid both pntlemeu continued m attendance upon her until .she died on t lie 
Sunday following, the 20th instant. wi'-u ou me 

iy.se gentlemen have no Iiositation in prononnoing it a gouuiiie case of Asi-itic 
clinlera althougl, she IiokI out so long, and rallied at intervals under treatmmit 
the dio era symptoms having persisted, and in their opinion I concur. 

cimunstmices, was attended as a priv.ato 
l.atiuit, and the medical ofheer of the di.speiisarv district did not see her ^ 

‘Op- £ ' ' j 

^ I regret 



CcH'k Union. 
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I reoret to have, to add for your information, that there were two tinmisfakablo- 
cases of Asiatic cholera this morning, in the city of Cork, that- had no connexion 
whatever with any of the emigrants of the shij'> ‘ ‘ Kossuth, ’ or any other emigrant 
ship ; thev were both being attended by Dr. Fowler, of No, 7 District of the Cork 
Dispen sary : when I was leaving at three o’clock this day, one of those cases was- 
blue and* in collapse, and the other fast ebbing thereto. 



(No. 57>707/53-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr, Purcell, Medical Inspector, 
dated 29 November 1853. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 26th instant, 
relative to a case of cholera which lately occuned at Queenstown, in Cork Union, 
and also reporting two additional cases of disease of more recent occurrence in the 
city of Cork. 

With reference to the case of Mrs. M'Carty, of Queenstown, I am to state, 
that the Commissioners are desirous of having further information respecting it,; 
and they therefore request that you will make inquiry, with a view of ascertaining 
the date of commencement of the diarrhcea, the period at which^the symptoms 
of cholera first declared themselves, and the date of the reception into her house 
of persons from the emigrant ship “ Kossuth. 

The Commissioners wish also” to know the precise grounds of your assertion 
respecting the two recent cases of cholera in Cork, “ that tliey have had no con- 
nexion whatever ivith any of the emigrants of the ship ‘ Kossuth,’ or any other 
emigrant ship.” 



(No. 57:988/.53-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, 
dated 30 November 1853. 

I directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor ill Irelaiitl to for-wai-d to you the enclosed report from Dr. Fowler, medical 
officer of the dispensary, of No. 7 City District, Cork Union, of the three cases 
of cholera he has had under treatment as a medical officer under the Nuisances 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts. , , „ 

I am to request you will forward, for the information of the Commissioners, 
every particular regarding the previous occupation, habits, &o„ of the patients 
which you may be able to procure ; and I am also to request that you will inquire 
whether any of the cases had access to a person in cholera, or to one another. 



(No. 58 , 532 / 53 -) 

Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, to tlie Commissioners, 
dated 3 December 1853. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo. No. 57,707, I have the honour to 
report for* your information, that I this day made further inquiry mto the cirenm- 
stanees of Mrs. M'Carty’s case, the lodging-house keeper, who died of cholera at 
Queenstown ; and the following are the precise particulars thereof. 

The ship “ Kossuth” arrived in Queenstown Harbour on Sunday evening, _ the 
6th of November last, with 603 passengers, several of them then suffering from 
cholera and diarrhcBa; and on the 12th, MUarty and other lodging-house keepers 
received as lodgers some of the passengers ; M'Carty lodged four of them, a,nd m 
addition, several of the other emigrants, chiefly Germans, frequented the house 

daily to eat and drink. , , i- u 

On the 15th of November Mrs. MT’arty, a slightly made and delicate woman, 
and a« suspected and reported given to indulgence in spirits, was attacked with 
cholera, having comidaincd of diarrhcea on the previous day, or for a period of 
about 18 hours before the violence of the cholera showed itself; during the 
interval, and before she consulted Dr. Meade, she took a dose of salts. Under 
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tie treatment adopted by Drs. Meade and Cronan, the cholera symptoms appeared 
to have been somewhat overcome, but the consequences proved fatal on Sunday 
the 20 th of November last ; and there has been no case of cholera at Queens- 
town since. 

In reference to tUe concluding part of your letter, “wishing to know the precise 
grounds of my assertion, that the two recent cases then in Cork under the care of 
Dr. Fowler, of No. 7 , City District, had no communication with the passengers of 
the ‘ Kossuth,’ or any other emigrant ship,” I beg respectfully to inform you -that 
such was the information I obtained from Dr. Fowler, and the relatives and friends 
of the parties (then sick) whose houses I had visited. 



(No. 58,211/53.) 

Letter from the Commis.sioners to Dr. Thomas Wall, Medical Officer, 
dated 2 December 1853 . 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have had before them your report of yesterday’s date, notifying that you had been 
called upon to attend the first case of cholera that has occurred in No. 5 District, 
of Cork dispensary district in Cork Union. 

The report is, however, deficient in information as to whether the case has ter- 
minated, or is still under treatment, 

The Commissioners would be obliged for information as to whether the patient 
had been in communication with any person in cholera, and had premonitory 
symptoms of the attack ; together with any other circumstances connected witii 
the case deserving of notice. 

I am to request that in future any report you may forward of the number of 
case.s under your treatment may be filled up in accordance with the heading of 
each column. 



(No. 58.535/53-) 

Letter from Dr. Wall to the Commissioners, dated 3 December 1853. 

In re])ly to your communication of yesterdai', I beg to say, for the information 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, that as I had but one case of Asiatic cholera to 
report u])on, I did not think there was any necessity for putting it under the 
heading of each column ; however, I shall do so for the future. 

■ The case was this : Mary Anne O’Neill, aged 11 years, living in William -street, 
in a ivretched ill-ventilated room, M’as attacked with A'omiting and purging at 
four o’clock on the morning- of the 1 st instant, and died that night about nine 
o’clock. She also had severe cramps ; she ate a little boiled yellow turnip the 
night before, of which the whole family partook ; the dian-hcea and vomiting 
ccascti, but she got collapsed early in the day. 

About three weeks since a healthy passenger, from the emigrant vessel which 
lay in Queenstown with, cholera patients on board, lodged in the next room to 
where this case occurred. 

This, perhaps, may account for it, taken in conjunction with the bit of boiled 
yellow or Swedish turnip ; no other member of the family had shown any uneasi- 
ness of stomach or bowels. My district is the entire flat of the city, most densely 
])opulated, and lying- between the two boundaries of the river ; it was fearfully 
iiimidated b}- the late flood, which greatly increased the ill-health and miseries of 
the poor residing in it. 



(No. 58,81253.) 

Report of Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, dated 6 December 1853 . 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 57 , 988 / 53 . 
dated 30 th ultimo, and to report for your information, that I have inspected and 
made inquiry at every house -where a case of cholera was reported to lia^'e 
occurred ; and the following is the result, as far as it Avas practicable to obtain the 
information you require. 

109. E2 Richqrd 



Cork Uniiin* 
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Richard Barry, 36 years of age, a labourer, residing in a very dirty and un- 
healthy lane, in the south side of the city of Cork, thickly inhabited, principally by 
females of loose character, reported by his "wife and family not to have had any 
communication Avith any emigi’ant ship or infected person; -was under the influence 
of porter on Friday evening, the 25th ultimo, during which night he was seized 
with symptoms of cholera ; had no previous diarrlicea : he died on Sunday, the 
27th ultimo. His sister, Mary Barry, who had access to and was in attendance 
on her brother, sickened on the 27th, before her brother died : she died on tlie 
morning of the 30th. She was in previous good health, and was not seen by any 
medical oflicer, not having made application, and her case is not recorded. 

Cliarles Hodges, a coach-painter, a delicate man, but coirect in his habits, 
residing in the same locality as Bai-ry, reported not to liave had any intercourse 
with emigrants or infected persons, had diarrhoea for six hours before the violence 
of the cholera symptoms set in; lived 37 hours. 

A sailor, named Walpole, of prudent habits, residing in the same locality as the 
above, had no previous diarrhoea ; cannot bo traced to have had any comjnuni- 
cation with cmigi-ants or infected persons ; reported to have been in good 
liealth ; lived two days. 

Hanna Neehan, about 40 years of age, «ife to a ploughman, residing in the- 
same locality as the above, not remarkable for intemperance ; had no previous 
diarrhoea ; sickened on Friday, the 2d, and died on the 3d instant. 

The above persons resided in crowded lanes, close to each other ; and although 
the relatives and friends deny any intercourse, such can scarcely be credited, 
])articularly as the first who died was waked. 



(No. 1/54.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, 
dated 4 January 1854. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to refer to you for youi’ infonnation the enclosed reports, 
received from medical officers of dispensaiy districts in Cork Union, showing the 
number of cases of cholera and dian-hoea they respectively have had under 
treatment. 

The Commissioners request your attention to the number of cholera cases 
(seven), reported by Dr. Gregg to have been discharged cured. 

As that number includes the whole of tlie cholera cases under Dr. Gregg’s, 
treatment, and the result is of so difierent a nature to that observed in other 
districts of Cork Union, the Commissioners request you will take an opportunity 
of inquiring into the character of the cases, and the treatment, which appears to- 
have been so successful. 



(Enclosure.) 

SUMMARY of Re-I'urks referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Fou.m (A.) 

CORK UNION. 

Medical Officers’ Returns of Cases of Cholera and Diarrhce.s attended. 



No. 1 City Cholera District. 



DISEASE. 


Nn. of Ca.«es 
UB(!er Treatment 
at Date of 
last Return, viz-, 


Mew Casea 


Total. 


Deaths. 


Discharged 

Cured. 


Sent 

to 

Hospital. 


Still 

unilei- 
















Cholera 


_ 


- ■ 


_ 






- 


- 


Diarrlicea 


1 


3 


4 








4 



(Signature) Charles Arnxstromj, Medical Officer. 
(Date) 81st December 1858. 



Secokd- 
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Cork Union. 





j No. of Cases 

1 uQclcr Treatment ' 


i New Cases 


1 'i'oTAL. ' Deaths. 




Sent 


Still 


DISEASE. 


1 at Date of 

1 last Return, viz,, 

1 last. ' 

1 


that Date. 


Cured. 


Hospital, 


Trealiosut. 


Cholera 


- : 


- 


j _ . _ 


I 


_ 


— 


Diarrhoea 




2 


' 2 - - 

1 


- - 1 

1 


- - 


2 



(Signature) James Muxpheij, m.d., Medical Officer. 
(Date) 2d January 1854. 



No. 8 — South Western City Cholera District. 



DISEASE. 


No. of Cases 
under Ti-eatment 
at Date of 
last Return, viz.. 


New Cases 
that Date. 


Totai.. 


Deaths. 


Discharged 

Cured. 


Sent 

Hospital. 


Still 

Treatment. 


Cholera 


6 


1 


7 




7 




_ 


Diorrheea 


1 


1 


2 




2 




- 



(Signature) Thomas Gregg, m. d., .’Vledical Oflieer. 
(Date) 2d January 1834. 



Queenstown Cholera District. 



DISEASE. 


No. of Cases 
under Treatment 
at Date of 
last Return, viz,, 


New Cases l 

since ■ Total. 

that Date. 1 


Deaths. 


Discharged 

Cured. 


Sent 

Hospical. 


Still 

Treatment. 




Cholera 


1 


1 ' 2 


1 


. 




1 


Diarrhoea 


- 


2 2 

























(Signatuie) John J. Cronin, Ji. d.. Medical Officer. 

2d January 1854. 



(No. 648/54.) 

Report of Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, to the CommissionerSj 
dated 7 January 1854. 

I IIAYE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 4th instant, 
^os. 1 and o4, 1854, relative to the reports of the medical officers of the 
dispeusaiy districts in the Cork Union, showing the miniber of cases of cholera 
and dian-hoea they respectively have had under treatment, and oalling my attention 
CTi-ed reported by Dr. Gregg to have been discharged 

.1 .^ Cork on Thursday last, I visited Dr, Greggs district, and 
also the hever Hospital ; Ins report of these cases struck me as remarkable. 

ley Mere, from all I could learn, cholera of the Asiatic type, distinguished by 
^3 suppression 
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Cork Union. suppression of urine during the attack, and with serous discharges from stomach 

and bowels, attended with thirst, cramps, and, as far as could be traced, having 

had premonitorv diarrhoea of uncertain duration ; those seven cases, with the 
exception of two, were treated in the early stages immediately after the vomiting 
and serous discharges commenced. 

The treatment Dr. Gregg adopted with these cases was, first, a warm bath, 
which he easily managed, as the majority were children from 7 to 12 years of 
a»e ; sinopisras over the stomach and abdomen were next applied, and grain doses 
of calomel, with a minute quantity of opium every hour for four or six consecutive 
hours were administered. 

Enemata, consisting of tincture opii, acetatis plumbi, and mueilaginis amyli, as 
soon as one passed off, another was thrown up, and a nurse was constantly 
employed supporting the rectum with a cloth, so as to prevent as much as possible 
the immediate evacuation of the enemata ; to this last, together with his immediate 
and prompt attention to these cases, Dr. Gregg attributes the result. 

The two cases that ran into the state of collapse previous to his attention being 
called to them, were adults; these he treated with sulphuric acid in water, as 
drink, with small doses of tine, opii, turpentine stupes over the region of the loins 
and stomach. 

Dr. Gregg did not send any of these cases to the Fever Hospital, as he considered 
the distance too remote, others he did send, as these were not the only cases he 
had, some of whom were unsuccessful. 

There were altogether 14 cases admitted into the Fever Hospital, five in the 
incipient stage, or only with premonitory symptoms ; they readily yielded to a 
little calomel and opium, or chalk mixture and opium, and were discharged in a 
few days ; nine were admitted in the stage of collapse, principally from Dr. Fowler’s 
district ; two of those only recovered, and they were placed on Stephans’ saline 
plan of treatment by Dr. M‘Ewer, one of the medical officers of that institution. 



(No. 648/54'.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, 

' dated 10 January 1854. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to acknowledge tlie receipt of your report dated 7th instant, 
relative to cases of cholera tliat have occurred in the City of Cork (Cork 
Union). 

The Commi.ssioners are desirous of receiving an explanation as to the intention 
of the passage marked A., and as to the connexion of the cases mentioned with 
those to which the Commissioners requested your attention in their letter of the 
4tli instant. 

The Commissioners at the same time desire to point out that some ol the 
technical terms have not been correctly written by your clerk, and that they 
require correction. 



(No. 648/54-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 10 January 1854. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have received a report from their Medical Inspector Dr. Purcell, from which it 
appears that several cases of cholera have been sent to hospitals in the Cork Union 
for proper treatment. 

The Commissioners request that they may receive a statement of the number 01 
eases of cholera that have been treated in either the Fever Hospital, Barrack- 
street Hospital, or other hospital in Cork Union, under the provisions of the 
Diseases Prevention Acts, it should also be shown whether the case continues 
under treatment, or what has been its result. 



(No. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE SPREAD OF CHOLERA IN IRELAND. 



3 ^ 



(No. 725/54-) 

Report from Dr. Ci'onin, Medical Officer of Q.ueeustown Dispensary District, Union. 

to the Commissioners, dated 7 January 1854. ““ 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Commissioners’ circular of the 
3d (this night), “ No. 1 M. /54, Miscellaneous,” and beg to state that, since my 
last return they will perceive that two other cases of cholera have occuired in 
this district, in the same locality, and nearly opposite (in a narrow street, sloping 
■with a considerable declivity from east to -west), the house of the ease previously 
reported ; that case, a young man, is no-w well ; the two latter, one a female of 
18 years of age, is free from the choleraic symptoms, but still under some cerebral 
disturbance ; and the last, a boy of 13 years, attacked yesterday, and only seen by 
me this morning while visiting the girl, is still mider the impression of cholera. 

None of those persons have been out of the locality in ■which they reside, have not, 
as far as I can learn, been exposed to any other influences than those they have 
lived under hitherto, viz., cold, ill-kept houses, insufficiency of clothing, consider- 
able use of vegetable and fish diet, and exposure to more or less of miasma fi-om 
confined yards, where filth constantly accumulates in spite of all the efforts of the 
sanitary committee of the district. 



MIDLETON UNION. 

(No. 55>732/54-) 

Letter from William Murray Hickson, Esq., Honorary Secretai-y,- Aghada Midleton Union. 

Dispensary District, to the Commissioners, dated 9 November 1853. 

I HAVE to report, for the information of the Poor Law Commissioners, that 
a fatal case of cholera has occurred in the course of the present night, in the town 
of Whitegate, the sufi'erer, a boatman, having on yesterday evening gone on 
board the ship “ Kossuth,” now lying in the harbour, laden with emigrants, 
amongst whom malignant cholera is reported to have broken out. 

1 beg to make this immediate communication to the Commissioners, in the ho])o 
that I may receive directions from them to lay before the sanitary committee of 
this district (under the appointment of the Board of Guardians), who are summoned 
to meet on Saturday next; and I would beg to impress upon them the necessity 
for permitting us to fit up, in a temporary way, an hospital in the district for the 
reception of cholera cases, ■which the great e.xtent of the district, and the necessity 
of medical aid renders absolutely necessary. I may add, that a house well adajHed 
for the purpose, and which had formerly been used for a cholera and fever hospital, 
has been placed at the disposal of the committee. 

I need not, I feel sure, impress upon the Commissioners the necessity for taking- 
immediate steps in the matter, when so fearful a calamity is imminent. 



(No. 56,284/53-) 

Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 13 November 1853. 

I HAVE tbe honour to report to you, that immediately after my return from 
I'inahely on the evening of the lltii instant, finding your letter of the 10th, 
No. 55,732/i 853, before me, directing me to proceed to Whitegate to make 
inquiry regarding a case cf cholera tliat occurred there, I at once left for Cork, 
and arrived there at 4 a.ji. on the morning of the 12th ; from tlience to the 
Aghada Dispensary District, in the Midleton Union, and found that a man, 
named Michael Bride, a bum-boatman (that is, a person supplying provisions to 
ships in a humble ■way), went on board the ship “Kossuth” on the evening of 
the 8th instant. He got biscuit, timber and clothing, which he brought on shore. 
Was perfectly well at 5 o'clock p. m., sawing the timber which he got in the ship. 
He got ill during the night, and died in about four hours. 

109. E 4 I was 
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I was informed tliat lie had both vomiting and purging, weakness and eramiis 
in his legs. He was not attended by a medical man. There was no application 
made for medical assistance until it was too late, and when the medical officer 
arrived, he was dead. No case occurred since. 

The timber, clothes, and everything belonging to the deceased, was burned by 
order of the local magistrates, and his family have been sent into the country, 
and the house in which he died is closed up. 

I inspected the hospital at V^liitegate, accompanied by the honorary secretary 
and medical officer of the dispensary district. It is a good house, capable of 
containing 30 beds, and, with a moderate outlay, can be made a \'ery suitable 
hospital for cholera cases. 

I afterwards attended a numerous and influential meeting of the dispensary 
committee, who unanimously agreed to have every suggestion of mine carried out 
immediately, as may be perceived by the following resolution ; — 

“ Resolved, — That, understanding from Dr. Purcell that the Commissioners 
have given assent to the resolution of the Board of Guardians of this union, of 
the 9th instant, we accept Mr. Penrose Fitzgerald’s generous offer of the house 
lately occupied as a fever hospital, and we authorise our honorary secretary to 
take immediate possession of it ; that a care-taker be appointed, at 2 s. per week, 
and that the Board of Guardians be requested to supply the following articles, 
viz., a sto'N'e, six beds and bedding, half a gallon of whisky, and also to have 
the following M-orks done: the pointing and repairing the roof, glazing the win- 
dows, repair of doors and woodM'ork, whitewashing inside and outside, tarring 
the sheds, &c.” 

The committee are anxious and energetic in making every necessary prepamtion. 

Not ha-\-ing got your letter, directing me to proceed to Haulbowline, until I 
came home this evening, I proceed there by first train to-morrow morning. 

(No. 58,210/53-) 

Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
dated 1 December 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that there has been two recent cases of 
Asiatic cholera in the Aghada Dispensary District ; the subject of the first, a girl 
named Marv Cahill, 22 years of age, the daughter of a labouring man, residing at 
I’l-abulgan, on the Cork Harbour, about three-fourths of a mile distant from the 
A'illage of Whitegate, in a high and healthy locality, had no previous diarrhoea or 
anv other premonitory symptom ; on Saturday night last, the 26th ultimo, was 
seized with the usual symptoms of cholera, which Dr. Travers, the medical 
officer, states to have been sudden and violent ; on the evening of Monday 
she rallied somewhat from the stage of collapse, but died on yesterday, the 
30th ultimo. 

On Tuesday, the 29th ultimo, her father, about 60 years of age, who had access 
to her, and was in attendance on her, was also suddenly and violently seized and 
immediatley removed to the hospital recently opened at the village of Whitegate, 
where he now lies in (1 fear) a state of hopeless collapse. 

I made every inquiry that was possible or practicable into the circumstances of 
those two cases, and I could not trace them to any communication with emigi-ants 
from ships, or any other case of cholera. They were both in previous good healtli, 
and of temperate habits. 



KENMARE UNION. 



(No. 1,835/53.) 

liE'iTER from Dr. Mayberry, Medical Officer of the Tiiosist Dispensary District, 
to the Commissioners, received 17 .January 1854. 

Tuosist Dispensary District, 26 November 1853. 

Saturday morning, at three o’clock, was called on to visit a woman, named 
Kate Brine, residing at Ardea, aged 35 years, mother of five children, in previous 
n-ood health • on mv arrival, about five o’clock same morning, she complained of 
r/eiieral prostration' with rather acute pains below the breast, under the ribs and 
® ^ abdomen. 
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abdomen, witb occasional cramps in the legs and arms, which were of icy coldness, Kenmare Union. 

quenchless thirst, hoarse voice, constant reaching of the stomach, dark circle round 

the eyes, which were drawn back and half closed ; nails livid ; these symptoms, 
with rice-water discharges and total loss of pulse, seemed as if life was ebbing 
rapidly, and died in 32 hours after first being attacked. 

The treatment I adopted, was that of a stimulating nature, &c., brandy and water, 
turpentine liniments and mustard, and other stimulants internally ; hot application 
to feet and hands, &c., such as I had been in the habit of finding useftrl in my 
attendance on cholera in the year 1849. 

On inquiry, I found she first complained of pain with diarrhcea, soon followed 
with sickness of the stomach, in about an hour after eating her breakfast, the 
previous morning (Friday), consisting of salt hake with potatoes. 

It appears her husband, who was a carrier to and from Cork, returned rather 
unwell on the previous Monday; and soon after, on Wednesday, he was attacked 
with severe diarrhcea, the discharges resembling rice water, tiis wife was in the 
habit, during his illness, while confined to bed, of closely attending him, and 
slept in the same bed; had very great thirst during his illness; has taken some 
astringent powders while unwell; slept for two nights at a lodging-house, kept by 
a j)erson named Owen Ferris, on the March, in Cork ; all inmates there were in 
good health. He heard the cholera was in Queenstown, but did not feel afraid; 
always, when in Cork, his business carried him through several lanes, &c. 

The weather >vas very wet, and a good deal of lightning, without thunder, on 
the same evening of the day Kate Brine became affected (Nov. 25). 

I have seen reported on the papers three cases of cholera as having taken 
place in Cork on the same day, Friday, 25th November. ' 

(signed) George M. Mayberry, m.d. and Surgeon. 

7 January 1854. 

Query. Whether disease in this instance propagated itself by contagion, or 
cholera poison was imbibed by clothing, or the atmosphere strongly impregnated 
with the visces ? 

P.S . — The foregoing I have taken from my notes of the case of Kate Brine, 
trusting the particulars may he found satisfactory to the Commissioners. 

G. M. M. 



(No. 1,835/54.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to S. Horsley, Esq., P. L. I., 

* dated 18 January 1854. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you herewith a letter which they have received 
from Dr. Mayberry, medical officer of the Tuosist Dispensary District in Kenmare 
Union, relating to the decease of Kate Brine from cholei-a; and I am to request 
that you will be good enough to examine the husband of Kate Brine, with the 
view of ascertaining, if possible, if be had been, when in Cork, in communication 
with any person labouring under clxolera, or with any of the persons who had 
been on board the ship “ Kossuth,” in which cholera had broken out, and which 
was then lying at Queenstown. 



(No. 2,945/54-) 

Report of S. Horsley, Esq., Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissionei-s, 
dated 26 January 1854. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 18th instant, I have the honour to transmit to office herewith minutes of the 
evidence I obtained from John Brine, at Kenmare, on Tuesday last, with respect 
to the illness with which he w'as seized, on his return home from Cork, in the 
month of November last. I did not consider it necessary to administer an oath 
to Brine before committing his evidence to writing, as there could be no possible 
motive for concealing the truth on his part. 

. The Commissioners will observe, that if Brine came in contact with any person 
or matter from a locality in which cholera existed at the time of his visit to Cork, 
he was not himself aware of the circumstances. 

I return herewith Dr. Mayberry’s letter. 

jQQ p (Enclosure,) 
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Kcnmare Union. 



(No. 2,946/54.) 



(Enclosure.) 

Evidence of John Brine. 



Kenmare, 24 January J 864. 

John Brine, carman, of Ardea, in the Kenmare Union, being examined, saith, — I was in 
Cork, on business, on or about the 18th of November last. When in Cork, I lodged in the 
house of a man named Owen Ferris ; there was no one sick in Ferris’s house at the time, 
nor did I hear of any persons being sick in any of the houses adjoining that of Ferris. I 
heard there was some cases of cholera in Queenstown, but I did not go near that place, nor 
did I, to my knowledge, have any intercourse with any one from Queenstown. I did not, 
to my knowledge, meet anyone who had been on board the ship “ Kossuth,” lying off 
Queenstown, nor did I see any of the goods or clothing which were sent on shore from that 
vessel. 

Whilst in Cork, my business took me into various shops in various streets. I returned to 
my house in Ardea from Cork on the 21st November last, and on the 23d I was seized with 
violent purging, though I had no pain. I felt unwell and weak on the journey home. My 
wife attended me whilst I was unwell, and slept in the same bed with me. I was worse 
on the morning of Friday, the 25th November last, and about 12 o’clock on that day my 
wife was seized with purging, vomiting, and spasms. She never rallied, and died on the 
following day. .[ recovered rapidly. 

John Brine. 



Witness, 

Samuel Horsley, Poor Law Inspector. 



RETURN of all Cases of Cholera reported to the Commissioners to 2d February 1854 , 









Number reported 


Number 












by Dispensary 


reported 






NAME OF UNION. 




















under tbe 
Cholera Orders. 


Cholera Orders. 


Number. 




LEINSTER: 














Balrothery Union 


. 


. 


- 


2 


2 


18 Sept. 1863 


South i>ublin Union 


_ 


_ 


- 


2 


2 




North Dublin Union 


- 


- 


1 


6 


7 




Tullamore Union - 


. 


. 


. 


1 


1 




l^arsonstown Union 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


5 Jan. 1854 


ULSTER: 












« 


Belfast Union 


- 


- 


- - - 


37 


37 


f Sept. 1853 

1 Nov, 


Banbridge Union 


. 


- 


- 


3 


3 


9 Aug. „ 


Newry Union * 


- 


. 


... 


1 


1 




Kilkeel Union 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 


Sept. „ 


MUNSTER: 














Ennis Union 


. 




. 


4 


4 ■ 


2 Oct. 1853 


Limerick Union - 


- 


_ 


- - - 


3 


3 




Kinsale Union 


- 


- : 


- 


1 


1 




tJork Union 


- 


- ■ 


56 


9 


66 




iVlidleton Union - 


_ 


_ ; 


- _ _ 


8 


3 




tJastletown Union 


_ 


_ 


. 


1 


1 




Kenmare Union - 


- 


. 


_ 


2 


2 




Walertbrd Union 


* 


- 


' - 


2 


2 


9 Nov, '' 








57 


80 


137 


- 



The above Return includes some cases reported to the Commissioners as cholera but 
which appear to be of doubtful character. ’ 

Of the 37 cases at Belfast, 26 were passengers brought to the workhouse hospital from 
the emigrant ship “ Guiding Star.” — See Correspondence. 

The cases returned in Cork Union are exclusive of the cases which occurred on board 
the two emigrant ships referred to in the Correspondence, 

The two cases in Waterford Union were persons landed at Passage from a ship pro- 
ceeding from Cardiff to Cork. ^ 
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CHOLERA (IRELAND). 



ABSTRACT 



RETURN of all Reports addressed to tbe Com- 
missioiiers of Poor Laws in Ireland, relative to 
the Appearance and Spread of Cholera in that 
Country, and of all Correspoitdekce arising 
thereon j together with a Return of all Cases of 
Cholera hitherto reported to the Commissioners 
from each Poor Law Union in Ireland. 



{Mr. John Ball.) 



The House of Commons, to be Trinled, 
iG March 1854. 
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